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PEHTAX
T=C35^F

The new Pentax PC3$AF is a compactly designed 35mm Auto Exposure camera with
programmed shutter, incorporating completely focus-free operation; the outstanding
ieature of the built-in auto focus system. In addition, it features a buitt-in electronic
flash unit for use where there is insufficient light-or to fill in dark areas and other
similar situations. With the inclusion of the optional automatic tilm winding unit, you

can capture a change of mood Or expressiqn in a moment; truly, a camera worthy of
the serious and amateur photographer.
This manual has been provided in order that you will be able to enioy the new Pentax
PC3$AF to gain maximum advantage from its advanced design. lt is recommended
that the contents be read over very carefully in order that with the camera you may
produce the best pictures possible.

Insert ion of Batter ies

Opening/Clos ing Lens Protector

Battery Status Check

Fi lm Speed Set t ing

F i lm Load ing

U n l o a d i n g  F i l m

Shoot ing

X Exposure  compensat ion
X F lash  photography
X Se l f - t imer
X Focus  lock ing  techn ique
X Di f f  i cu l t  au to  focus ing  sub jec ts /s i tua t ions
X Attaching the neck straP
X T ips  in  tak ing  good Photographs
X PC35 Winder

I  Prevent ive camera maintenance
r  Spec i f i ca t ions
r Warranty pol icy
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Description of Components

eeYiE

O Thumb whee l
@ Exposure counter
@ Shtrtter release button
@ Self-t imer lever
@ Auto focus windows
@ Exposure compensation button

@ Viewfinder
@ Flash head
@ Winder contact terminal

@ Winder screw receptacle
(D Neck strap hook
@ Winder  gu ide  p in  ho le

@ Lens protector release

@ Self-t imer lamp
@ Metering cel l
@ Tak ing  lens

@ Lens proiecior

@ F lash  ready  lamp

@ Viewf inder eyepiece
@ Back cover
@ Battery chamber cover

@ Flash pop-up release
@ Tripod receptacle
@ F i lm rewind  bu t lon

@ Film speed lever

@ Film rewind crank/Back cover
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X Insertion of Batteries

The electronic system of your Pentax
PC3SAF operates on two 1.5V mini batteries.
(Alkaline battery AAA)

(Caution: NiCd batteries can not be used')

1. Open the battery chamber cover located at
the base of the camera by sl iding i t  in the
direct ion of the arrow; use f ingernai l  in the
groove to push the cover.

2 Opening/Closing Lens Protector

The lens protector  may be opened by pushing
protector release in the direction of the arrow.
To c lose,  push protector  back,  locking same in
i ts  or ig inal  posi t ion.

o With the protector closed, a safety device
prevents accidental  f i r ing of  the shut ter ;

s imi lar ly ,  the f lash pop-up re lease is  a lso

2. Fit two batteries into the chamber as
indicated-they should be fitted as shown.
Note the *  and -  markings Provided.

3.  Close the cover by pushing i t  back.

locked at  the same t ime.
o Whi le hold ing the camera,  even a s l ight

pushing-back of  the lens protector  would
activate the built-in safety device, locking the
shutter  but ton.  This is  to avoid possib le
vignet t ing.

P E N T A X
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3 eattery Status Check

After opening the lens protector, battery status
can be checked by cover ing the meter ing cel l
wi th the hand as i l lustrated,  and part ia l ly
depressing the shut ter  re lease but ton.  The
ORANGE ind ica to r  w i l l  g low con t inuous ly ,
accompanied by a beeping sound when
normal vol tage is  avai lable;  the lamp may be
seen in the upper sect ion of  the v iewf inder.
Battery status is also known by another
method: in a br ight ly  l i t  p lace,  part ia l ly  depress
the shut ter  but ton wi thout  cover ing the
meter ing cel l  wi th the hand, and i f  the GREEN
lamp l ights,  there is  no problem wi th the
batteries.

o Insert both bafteries properly according to
the indicated *  and -  markings.

o When replacing batteries, by type, brand,
new or old they should not be rnixed, as by
doing so, poor results may be the outcome.

o lt is recommended that the batteries are
removed from the camera if it is not used for
a long t ime. Leaving bat ter ies in the camera
may resul t  in acid leakage and possib le
damage to the camera mechanism.

4 rnm Speed Setting

Al ign the index (red l ine) of  the f i lm speed
lever wi th the corresponding f i lm speed
(ASA/ISO) of  f i lm being used.

25 50 100 (200) 400
A S A / l S o @

32 40 64 80 r?5 160 250 320

o Film speed is indicated on fi lm package.
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5 rilm Loading

Avoid, if at all possible, loading film in direct
sunlight. Keep lens protector closed when
loading f i lm.

1.  To open the camera back,  ra ise the f i lm
rewind crank as shown,  and pu l l  i t ;
f  u r ther  pressure wi l l  re lease the camera
back 's  lock ing.

Q Fi lm chamber
g Fi lm guide rai ls
@ Sprocket
@ Slot
@ Slot-claw

2.Place the f i lm cart r idge in the f i lm chamber

Qas i l lustrated,  and depress f i lm rewind
crank. Should crank be prevented from
returning to i ts  or ig inal  posi t ion,  turn i t
s l ight ly  whi le pushing at  the same t ime.
Draw the fi lm leader across the back,

inserting it into one of the slots @ located
with in the f i lm take-up spool .  Conf i rm that
the fi lm perforation is engaged by the slot-
c law @.  S l i gh t l y  tu rn ing  the  thumb whee l ,
conf i rm that  f i lm is  correct ly  movinq in
al ignment between the two guiOe r i i ts  @

r'-ffi-r6'.'a.7871
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3. When f i lm has engaged proper ly,  conf i rm
that  f i lm is  f lat  as i l lustrated,  otherwise,  ra ise
f i lm rewind crank and turn i t  s l ight ly  in the
direct ion of  the arrow to take up any s lack-
then return the crank to i ts  or ig inal  posi t ion.

4.  Close the back cover unt i l  i t  locks wi th a
c l i ck  sound .

5. Film advance must be continued by means
of the advancing wheel  unt i l  exposure
counter registers as i l lustrated.  Advance
automat ical ly  hal ts when the f i rs t  f rame is
ready tor exposure. You may now begin to
take photographs.

ffim *
6 Unloading Film

The film should be rewbund
after exposing the last
frame, and the cassette removed

Unloading f i lm in direct sunl ight should be
avoided if at all possible.

1. When the last frame has been exposed-
felt  by a sl ight tautness during f i lm
advance-depress f ilm rewind button
found at the camera base.

2. Raise the f i lm rewind crank and turn in the
direct ion of the indicated arrow. Continue to
turn the crank unti l  a sudden tension release
is felt .  Then, turn a few addit ional t imes unti l
crank moves freely. Pul l  the f i lm rewind
crank to open the back cover. Then remove
the film cassette.

EI

X
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7 Shooting

1. Center your subject within the auto focus
frame in the middle of the viewfinder.

2. Atter winding film, partially depress the
shutter button. Confirm, that the GREEN
lamp is l i t  in the upper section of the
viewfinder, which indicates a faster shutter
speed-suitable for hand-held shooting.

3. Continue to depress the shutter, and the
distance needle indicator moves with a
hissing sound. Further depressing wil l
complete picture exposure.

Should the lamp in the upper part of the
viewfinder be unlit, proper exposure is not
guaranteed

o The auto focus control of Pentax PC3SAF
operates for the subject within the auto
focus frame.

o Partly depress the shutter button, and the
needle indicator automatical ly moves along
the zone focusing marks, according to the
camera-subject distance. The zone markers
ind icate the camera-subject distance
involvqd, as fol lows:

* 9:a distance of approx. 0.8m
ii:a distance of approx. 1.5m
A:-  ( in f in i ty )

o When the needle indicator wavers in the
area ot " ! ", frame the subject so
that i t  is located within the short distance
compensation i  ndicator.

.  l f .you hear a beep and the ORANGE lamp is
l i t ,  i t  is a warning that the shutter speed is
too slow, causing possible camera shake,
and that insuff icient l ight is being registered.
In this event, use of the flash is
recommended, refer to "Flash Photography"
found in the back of this operating manual.

o The auto focusing system is highly
accurate and reliable for ordinary
photographic req ui rements. However,
under certain condit ions, the auto focusing
system may be confused. For example:
When the zone focusing marker and the
known subject distance indicate an
obvious discrepancy to a large degree, then
the subject distance cannot be accurately
measured by the electronic system of Pentax
PC35AF. Additional information and possible
remedies can be found under "Diff icult  auto
focusing subjects/situations" in this manual.

Q Auto focus ,r"r:' 

"""" O

@ Field-of-view frame
O Snort distance compensation indicator
(O Distance needle indicator
@ Zone focusing marker
O GREEN/ORANGE lamp

t]t o

o
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Recommended camera-subject distance with the system

o For best possible results, operate at a camera-
subject  d istance of  0.7m 1e oo ( inf in i ty . )
Focusing cannot be sat is factor i ly  accompl ished
at the shoder d istances of  less than 0.7m.

o Do not  b lock the auto focus windows, lens,

metering cell, flash head, etc., found at the
f ront of the camera, with your hands (or
other objects)-it will interfere with the
l ight entering the camera, causing a false
reading.

Gamera holding

I t  is important to hold the camera properly in
order to take blur-free photos. Practice holding
and operating the camera before inserting your
f irst rol l  of f i lm.
The i l lustrat ions show the basic holding
posit ions. No matter which posit ion you use,
be sure to grip the camera steadily with both

hands, hold the camera gently against the face
in a f ixed posi t ion,  and re lax the rest  of  your
body in a secure posture. Brace the elbow of
the arm support ing the camera against  your
body. Always press the shutter release button
gent ly.
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l3 Tips in taking good photographs

o Keep your back to the sunlight-with the
subject frontlit-and, depress shutter button
gently.

o Use the built-in flash often. Use it at parties,

family get{ogethers, and other activities
where the lighting leaves much to be desired
for  p icture- taking.  Avoid having highly
ref lect ive background, when using f lash,  such
as glass or  metals.

.qlg- Sb.*"

o The self-timer can add much pleasure to
your picture taking-use it often. The Pentax
PC35AF self-timer possesses a 1O-second
delayed shutter release mechanism. Confirm
that the fi lm has been wound, prior to setting
the self-timer.

o Make maximum use of  the highly ef f ic ient
exposure compensation control to obtain
satisfying pictures under adverse
condi t ions such as people against  a h ighly
ref lect ive window, a br ight  sky,  at  the
seaside in f ine weather,  or  even against  a
background of  snow, and many other s imi lar
s i tuat ions.

/K
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ll PC35 Winder

An optional accessory to enable motorized
automatic f i lm winding when i t  is f i t ted to the
PC35AF. This also serves as a camera grip for
easier holding. Powered by two alkal ine
batteries, i t  also offers single frame f i lm
advance.

.**/d&"'
.ffi

CAMERA MAINTENANCE

1. The Pentax PC3SAF is a highly developed precision instrument. Care must be taken to avoid
dropping the camera or str iking i t  against a sol id object-wall ,  bookcase, etc. Should this
happen, i t  is recommended that the camera be taken to one of the nearest Pentax service
faci l i t ies for detai led inspection of any possible mechanical damage.

2. Dust, dirt  and other foreign objects appearing on the lens, viewfinder or the auto focusing
windows should be removed as soon as possible for it will interfere with the performance of
your camera. l t  is recommended that a commercial lens blower or brush-avai lable at camera
dealers-be employed. This means is normally suff icient to accomplish simple cleaning.
Smudges, such as fingerprints, should be wiped off carefully by using a soft lens tissue or
cotton cloth impregnated with a mild lens cleaning l iquid compound.

3. Solvents, such as thinners or alcohol, should not be used to clean the components-seepage
may cause irreparable damage to the special lens sealing and adhesive compound between
the glass.

4. lf the camera gets wet, the camera should be wiped by using a soft, dry cloth. Following
lengthy seashore use, the camera should be careful ly cleaned, again, using a soft cloth-
preferably, cotton, to remove the salt traces.

5. Cameras should not be subjected to high temperatures and humidity. For example: A car
interior or its trunk compartment is often subjected to a high degree of heat.
I t  is also possibly damaging to store your camera in a cabinet or closet containing certain
chemicals-insecticides, such as naphthal ine-for any length of t ime.

6. Should the camera be subjected to immersion in water (salt water or fresh water), for example,
by being dropped into a lake or the ocean, the unit wi l l  malfunction; or, at worst, become
irreparable. lt is recommended that the camera be brought into the nearest Pentax servicing
facility for a thorough inspection and possible repair/overhaul as soon as possible.
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SPECIFICATIO

Type:

Film:
Picture size:
Lens

Focusing:

Shutten

Self-timen

Viewfinden

Film wind:
Film counter

Film rewinding:

Exposure meter

35mm leaf shutter camera featuring auto focus control and built-in flash
unit
35mm fi lm
24 x 36mm
Pentax 35mm t/2.8, S-element in S-group configuration; angle of view, 63o;
minimum focusing distance, 0.7m
Infrared Active Auto Focus System, equipped with "foc_us lgck,l'and an auto
focus control range from 0.7m 16 oo (infinity) A , L 1 ({ .
Programmed AE electronic shutter, with variable speeds of approx. 1/B to
'11430 sec.
Electronic; equipped with an electronic audible "beep" and an addit ional lamp
indicator. Time delay of approximately 10 secs.;3-sec. prior to shutter release
warning, incorporated; w/shutter button activation
Albada type, bright frame finder; field of view, 850/o; 0.5x magnification

il

I

I
l . *

Viewlinder display: Picture frame; auto focusing frame; parallax compensation indicator for
short distance; zone focusing markers; distance indicator needle; battery check
display; and, camera shake warning indicator

Camera shake warning device: Audible electronic signal with simultaneous ORANGE lamp
l ight ing in v iewf inder
Thumb wheel w/winding angle of 360"
Automat ic zero reset ;  normal  count,  O,20,24 and 36,  color  (orange) coded
indicat ions

Crank winding, and fi lm rewinding button reset automatically

Programmed auto exposure control, utilizing CdS cell light detector; light **
measuring range from EV6 (approx. 1/8 sec. alt /2.81to EV17 (approx. 1/430
sec. at f /17) with ASA/ISO 100 f i lm

Film speed range: ASA/ISO 25 - 4O0
Exposure metering switch: By shutter button (Shutter button does not operate while lens

protector is closed).
Power supply: Two 1.5V mini batteries (Alkaline batteries AAA); NiCd batteries are not

compatible and must not be used.
Exposure compensation: Exposure compensation of +1.5 steps possible by depressing

comoensation button
Flash: Built-in; "pop-up" flash head type with lever control-camera's electrical

- -  / .  circuitry automatical ly synchronizes for f lash-use mode.

% , /10 
(Flash is not operable while lens protector is closed, and f lash head wil l  not

g I pop-up.)
Ffash ready display: By ORANGE lamp next to viewfinder eyepiece . 

" 
?/

Guide number  11 (ASA/ ISO 100,  m)  ^  - t?  
- l  > '

Ffash coupling range: 0.7 to 4m (w/ASA/ISO 100 f i lm); 1.4 to 6m (ASA/ISO 400) v 
tq cO lF

Recycfing interval: Approx. B sec. utilizing fresh set of AAA batteries F 
'/ "'

Number of f lash: Approx. 100 f lashes (by the t ime when the f lash is recycled with the interval
of 30 secs.)

Size & weight 116(w) x 66.5(h) x 45.5(d) mm 2759 (without batteries)
Accessories: Neck-strap

A set of fresh batteries is sutficient to power the Pentax PC35AF for one year when using
it  in normal photography and at normal temperature. Should this camera be ut i l ized at a
lower temperature, however, battery ability accordingly lowers. In that event, take some
measure to keep the batteries warm. The Pentax PC35AF mechanism is special ly devised
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