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NgnilEilCLATURE
O -direct-readout (ADR) window

@Camera body AF contacts

@ Depth-of-field preview button

O Mirror lockup lever

@ Self-timer LED

@ Backup mechanical release lever

OAnatomical grip

@ Exposure memory lock button

Viewfinder illuminator @

Meter coupling lever @

Meter coupling lever release button @

Sync terminal @

Lens mounting index @

Lens release button @

Reflex mirror @

Lens mounting flange @

@ Viewfinder battery chamber
(with lid)

@ Shutter speed index Finder mounting/release levers @
ASA/I

compensation dial @

Accessory terminal @



@ Viewfinder eyepiece

@ Film guide rails

@ nsnltsO film speed scale

@ ASA/lSO film-speed index

@ Film rewind fork

@ Fitm cartridge chamber

@ Film guide roller

@ Shutter curtains

@ Data back contacts

@ Motor drive coupling

@ Fitm rewind button

@ Motor drive positioning hole

Eyepiece shutter lever @

Film advance lever @

Film takeup spool @

Camera back locking catch e)

Tripod/motor drive

Motor drive electrical contacts @

Battery clip (with lid) @

Motor drive coupling cover @

Film pressure plate @
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@ Focusing ring

@ Focus lock buttons

@ Depth-of-field indicators

@ Aperture scale

@ Aperture index

@ Meter coupling ridge

@ Apertu re-di rect- readout scale

A-M switch index @

A-M switch @

Distance scale @

Distance index @

Aperture ring @

Meter coupling shoe @

Lens AF contacts @

@ Exposure compensation scale

@ Exposure compensation index

@ Hot-shoe contacts

@ Accessory shoe

@ Fitm rewind crank

@ Camera back lock lever

@ Fitm rewind knob

Self-timer lever @

Shutter speed dial @

Power switch @

Multiple exposure lever @

Shutter release button @

Frame counler @

Shutter-speed dial locking button @

@ Exposure compensation dial locking button Film plane indicator @)
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FOREWORD
Congratulations! You now own one of the most advanced,
easy-to-use cameras on the market today.
Thanks to a TTL image displacement detecting system utiliz-
ing two SPD's built into the AF Finder DX-1, this camera offers
you through-the-lens autofocus control with either of two AF-
Nikkor lenses, the 80mm f/2.8 and the 200mm f/3.5 lF-ED.
Thus, you can shoot fast-moving action while the subject
remains in sharp focus. And like the regular Nikon F3, the
shutter speed is set automatically to match the f/stop in use,
so you never have to worry about getting the correct exposure.
The F3AF also gives you focus-aid operation with the vast
majority of Nikkor and Nikon Series E lenses having a maxi-
mum aperture of f/3.5 or faster, while regular manual
focusing using the matte portion of the screen is possible
with any lens.
Before actually taking pictures with the F3AF, you should
familiarize yourself with its basic operation as presented in the
first section. For more detailed explanations and special
picture-taking situations, refer to the rest of the manual. A few
minutes wisely invested now will pay off later in years of re-
ward i ng photographic experiences.
To insure proper service, make sure the Nikon Warranty Card
is enclosed in the camera box.



BASIGOPERATION

Ary

I Remove the battery clip
I I oo from the camera body.

Use a coin to twist the clio counterclock-
wise to unscrew it.

gB
g

6 Load the batteries intoG' the clip.
Wipe the battery terminals clean and in-
sert the two 1.55V silver-oxide batteries
supplied with the camera, making sure
that the + signs are up. Two 1 .5V alkaline-
manganese batteries or one 3V lithium
battery can also be used.
Caution: Keep batteries away from infants and
small children. ln case a battery is accidentally
swallowed, call a doctor rmmediately as the
material inside the batteties can cause serious
problems.

2 Reattach the batterye' clip.
Slip the battery clip back into the camera
body and screw it tightly into place.

www.butkus.us



L Remove the batteryT' chamber lid i froli the
finder.
Apply pressure to the battery chamber lid
located at the side of the viewfinder to
slide it off .

tr Load the batteries intov' the finderts battery
chamber.
Load two AAA-type batteries into the bat.
tery chamber, making sure the positive
and negative (+ and -) terminals match
the diagrams inside the holder.
Caution: NiCd batteries shou/d not be used as
they might cause an explosron.

fi Reattach the lid.v! While applying pressure to the bat-
teries with the lid, slide it on until it cticks
into olace.

butkus-64_home
Typewritten Text
www.butkus.us



BASIC OPE RAT ION - conti nued

/ , ,'--', -,I t' '\\ \..) l\t I

7 Move the power switch
" ;i to uncoverthe red dot.

Turn the switch clockwise until it clicks
into place. This makes the camera ready
for exposure metering and autofocus
shooting.

A Depress the shuttervt release button r:.

halfway.
This activates the exoosure meter and
autofocus functions. Both stay on for 16

seconds after you take your finger off the
button, then turn themselves olf auto-
matically to conserve battery power.

1!| Gheck battery power.
vr Look through the viewfinder. With-
out a lens mounted on the camera body,
the focus-impossible warning (red X-

shaped LED) blinks or lights up conlinu-
ously, while the liquid crystal display
(LCD) shows the shutter speed. These
displays indicate that the batteries have
been properly installed and their power is
adequate. lf neither the red X nor the LCD
appears, check battery installation in the
camera body or replace the batteries in
the body and check again. lf the red X
does not appear but the LCD does, check
battery installation in the finder or replace
the finder's batteries with a f resh set.
Note: lf a lens is mounted on the camera, either
the red X or one or both of the focus indicators
(two red LED arrows) will light up.

10
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{fl Mount the lens onto the camera.lvr First, make sure that the meter coupling lever.rr is
locked in the "down" position. Grasp the lens by its lens barrel.
Then, line up the aperture index (ss) on the lens with the lens mounr-
ing index (t, on the camera body and twist the lens counterclock.
wise until it clicks into place. Confirm that the aperture index is
right on top.

To remove: Push the lens release button ,td and turn the lens
clockwise until the lens comes off.
Alotes.'
7) Lenses usabte with the Nrkon F3AF, plus DX I Finder, are tisted on

page 20.
2 Never touch the AF contacts @ inside the cameras /ens mounting

flange (z0or those fd on the lens bavonet mount.
9 When changing /enses with f itm loaded in the camera, be caretul not to

expose the mirror box to direct sunlioht.

11 Open the cameraI rr backso.
While pushing the camera back lock lever
(6!,r counterclockwise with your thumb, lift
the film rewind knob rozt and the camera
back will pop open.
Note: lf you have used a motor drive. be sure
that the motor drive coupling cover '11 is re.
turned to the camera sbasep/ale, otherwise. the
film might be inadvertently exposed while
shootinq.

11



BASIC OPERAT ION - continued

AD Install the filmr-r cartridge.
Drop the film cartridge into the film car-
tridge chamber ?9 so that the film leader
points towards the takeup spool nrl, and
oush the rewind knob back down into
prace.

lVotes.'
1) Any 35mn film cartildge can be used.
D Handle film in the shade to avoid direct ex-

posure to sunlight.

{ 2 Insert the film leader in the takeup
I re r spool.

Pull the leader across the camera and insert it into one of the
slots in the film takeup spool. Advance the takeup spool slightly
with your finger to engage the film's perforations with the teeth
of the takeup spool and sprocket ts,.

\
12
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1A Wind the film advancerrf I lever ,: to advance
film onto the takeup spool.
Wind the film advance lever and depress
the shutter release button until the film
sprockets engage the perforations on the
edqes of the film.

{ E Glose the camerarvr back.
Make sure that the perforations are oer.
fectly meshed with the sprockets and
that the film is set between the film guide
rails zs. Then, close the camera back until
it snaos shut.

I 6 . I;I;,,",r""ffi ,T,1,ilx1?l-1;
and rotate it in the direction of the arrow
until it stops. Then fold the crank back in.

IJ



BASIC OPERAT ION - conti nued

iZ Make blank exposures until the framel counter rn reaches frame one.
To drspose of the first few frames exposed during film loading,
continue to alternately advance the f ilm and depress the shutter
release button until the counter reaches f rame one (the f irst dot
past 0). While making blank exposures, check that the rewind
knob is rotating, indicating the film has been loaded correctly
and is being advanced. lf the knob does not rotate, reload
the f ilm.

Notes.'
1) When making blank exposures, sel lhe shutter speed dial 72 to A or to

1/125 sec. or above, and the shutter wrll be released at 1/80 sec. wtth
80 or M 80 displaved by the LCD in the viewf inder.

2 Do not take pictures prior to the first f rame, as the meter does not
function until the counter reaches one.

{ Q Set the ASA,ISO f ilmllJr speed.
Lift up the ASA/lSO film speed dial zz and
rotate it in either direction until the white
dot :r is opposite the ASA/lSO film speed
in use. Also make sure that the exposure
comoensation index :r is set to the red 0.

This programs the camera's exposure
meter so that rt may provide a proper
exposure for the type of f ilm being used.

Note: The film speed is printed on the film
carton and cartndge. Details on setttng the dial
to intermediale selllngs can be found on
page 29.

14
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{O Set the shutter speedrvr dial zz at A.
Rotate the shutter speed dial until the A is
opposite the shutter speed index .ro. The
built-in locking mechanism ensures that
the dial cannot be accidentallv shifted
from the A (Auto) position during shoot-
ing. To set the dial to other positions, turn
the dial while depressing the shutter-
speed dial lock button zr.

20'
lens to A.
Slide the switch as far as it willoo.

Slide the A-M switch oi

on the AF-N|kkor
Da Set the f.number on
-rr thelens.
Turn the aperture ring oe on the lens until
the desired f-number is opposite the aper-
ture index. The selected f-number aooears
in the viewf inder for convenient reference
Use the following suggestions as a guide
in setting the f/stop on the lens (when the
BOmm Il2.B is used):

lndoors: Il2.B,wll4
Outdoors (cloudy) : I I 4 *f I B

Outdoors (clear): f /8.,f /16
Outdoors (clear at the beach or in the
mountains) .Il16.-il32

Note: Depending on your preference, the depth
of field as well as lhe shutter speed can be
controlled by your selection of the shooting
aperture. For more information, refer to page 36.

t3
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BASIC OPERAil ION- continued

,D Hold the camera steady.
-- t As vou look throuqh the viewfinder. use vour left hano
to cradle the camera, with /our fingers wrapped aiound the lens
and your thumb beside the focus lock button ru, while your
elbow rs propped against your body for support. Use the index
finger of your right hand to depress the shutter release button
and your thumb to wind the film advance lever. Wrap the other
fingers of your right hand around the camera body. You can
adaot this basic oosture to both horizontal and vertical format
shooting. To hold the camera steady, it is advisable to lean on or
against something strong and stable (e.9., a wall).

O a Compose the picture.
ivr Look through the viewfinder,
compose your photo with the main sub-
ject (if possible, a subject's vertical line)
in the center of the focusing frame to
assure correct focus and exoosure.

to
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O LCD exposure information
@ ADR f-number
@ Flash ready-light
O Focus-impossible warning
@ Focus indicators: near-focus arrow;

far-focus arrow
@ Central focusing frame
@ Half-mirror
@ Fine matte/Fresnel field

O ^A Depress the shutter release button3at haifway and check both the exposure
and focus displays.
While looking through the viewfinder, depress the shutter re-
lease button halfway to turn on the exposure meter and auto-
focus functions. The LCD indicates the automatically selected
shutter speed to match the aperture set on the lens. As long as
neither + 2000 nor -B- appears in the shutter speed display,
the camera gives the correct exposure. lf either indication ap-
pears, adjust the aperture ring on the lens until a desirable
shutter speed is indicated, referring to page 32. The f-number
you have set on the lens is also shown in the aperture-direct-
readout (ADR)window. When both red arrows light up, they indi-
cate that the image is in focus. lf the red X appears, refer to
page 26.

11



D R Take the picture.
-vr Depress tne snutter rerease
button all the way down; apply light but
steady pressure with the ball of your
index finger to avoid camera shake which
might result in a blurred image.

26. $*:,1""fri:i:l'rlver to 27. f[i,"#T,".rewind
transport the film to the next frame. When the film reaches the end of the roll,

the film advance lever will stop working.
Then, turn the camera uoside down and
press the film rewind button, so that the
exposed film can be rewound back into
its cartridge. You do not have to continue
depressing the button.

\
1B
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OA Rewind the film.a9t L'TI Ine nm rewrno cranK ano
turn it in the direction of the arrow. When
you feel the tension lessen, continue
winding one or two more turns until the
film leader is rewound completely back
into the cartridge.

DO Remove the film
-v r cartridge.
Push the camera OatX tocX lever counter-
clockwise as you lift the film rewind crank
to open the camera back. Take out the
film cartridge. Avoid unloading film in
direct sunlight.

30. TUrn the camera off.
Turn the power switch off while

the camera is not in use. This orevents
inadvertent battery drain in case the
shutter release button is accidentallv
depressed.

19
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FOCUS
The Nikon F3AF features a through-the-lens autofocus system
which takes the guesswork out of focusing: just point the camera
at what you wanl to photograph, depress the shutter release
button @ halfway, and watch the subject literally snap into sharp
focus. . . automatically.
The system consists of three parts: the special F3AF camera
body, the AF Finder DX-1, and an AF-Nikkor lens, either the
BOmm f l2.B or the 200mm f/3.5 lF-ED. The AF Finder DX-1 is
interchangeable and covers approx. 920/o of the image area of
the actual photograph, meaning that the final photograph will
be larger than the image seen in the viewfinder. The focusing
screen is built into the bottom of the viewfinder and cannot be
interchanged. However, when other Nikon F3 interchangeable
viewfinders are used with the F3AF, you have a choice of 20
interchangeable focusing screens (refer to page 55).
Nikon's autofocus system is unique in that it features exception-
ally quick response, allowing you to keep up with active, fast-
moving subjects.
The Nikon F3AF offers you three different ways of focusing:
1) autofocus, 2) focus-aid operation (using the focus indicators
inside the finder), or 3) manual focus (using the matte portion of
the focusing screen). As shown in the following table, however,
only AF-Nikkor lenses are usable for autofocus. With other lenses
having maximum apertures of f/3.5 and faster, you can use the
focus indicators as a guide in focusing as you manually rotate
the lens focusing ring @l.

Note: Because of the cropping which occurs in the case of mounted
s/ldes or regular snapshot-size prints, the actual picture might come out
slightly smaller than the image seen in the viewf inder.

Notes.'
1) Even with lenses slower than f/3.5, the focus indicators witl tight up

when the shutter release button is depressed halfway. This indication,
however, is not reliable.

D Although the following Nikkor /enses have a maxrmum aperture of f/3.5
or faster, they cannot be used for focus-atd operation: 16mn f/3.5,
20mm f/3 5,28nm f/3.5, 135mm f/3.5, Micro 55mm f/3.5, PC 28mm
f/3.5, PC 35mm f/2.8, PC 35mm f/3.5 and Zoom 35105mn f/3.5-4.5;
the Micro-Nikkor 55mm f/2.8 cannot be used at closer than 2B0mm.

9 When the Nikon Teleconverter TC 14, 200 or 300 is attached to the lens
and it makes the lens' effective aperture slower than f/3.5, the
camera's autofocus and focus-aid operatton cannot be used.

4 fne fotlowing /enses cannot be mounted on the F3AF with the DX-1
Finder: Nikkor 13mn f/5.6, Reflex-Nikkor 500mm f/8, and Reflex-
Nikkor 1000 mm f /11 .

0 Certain filters cannot be used for autofocus/focus-aid ooeration. (For
delails, please refer to page 64.)

Usable Lenses

AF-Nikkor 80mm 112.8, AF -Nrkkor 200mm f/3.5
IF.ED

Nikkor (including AF-Nikkor) and Nikon Series
E lenses with a maximum aoerture of f/3.5
or faster

Focus-aid operation

Nikkor (including AF-Nikkor) and Nikon Series
E lenses

www.butkus.us
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O LCD exposure information
@ ADR f-number
@ Flash ready-light
@ Focus-impossible warning
@ Focus indicators: near-focus arrow; far-focus arrow
@ Central focusing frame
@ Half-mirror
@ Fine matte/Fresnel field

in focus

far focus (the lens is focused behind the subject)

near focus (the lens is focused in front of the subject)

autofocus or focus-aid operation is impossple. (This
warning also lights up momentarily at the start of
autofocus or focus-aid operation, if there is a big
difference between the actual camera-to-subject
distance and the lens distance setting.)

21



-FOCUS-continued

Autofocus
With the lens A-M switch €ir set at A, depressing the shutter re-
lease button halfway turns on the camera's autofocus control
(as well as the exposure meter). At the same time, either the
focus indicator(s) or the focus-impossible warning in the view-
finder light up and the lens begins to focus automatically. Note
that the main subject (if possible, a subject's vertical line)
should be centered inside the central focusing frame in the
viewfinder. Autofocus continues for 16 sec. even after you
remove your finger from the button. When the subject is tn

focus, focusing stops and both red arrows light up.
ll there is a big difference between the actualcamera-to-subject
distance and setting on the lens distance scale oo, the red X

lights up momentarily but disappears as soon as focusing begins.
lf the subject is closer than the closest distance to which the
lens can focus, either the far-focus arrow ({ )or the red X lights
up continuously. However, when the red X blinks or lights up
continuously, this indicates that the autofocus system does not

22

function well with the particular subject or shooting situation
(please refer to page 26 for f urlher details).
Notes.'
1) After taking a picture duilng autofocus operation, the lens will continue

to focus for 16 sec. after you remove pressure f rom the shutter release

button. Io stop the lens movement at any time Io conserve battery
power, slide the A'M switch to M. lmmediately lens movement stops,
but the red arrow(d or red X remain on for 16 sec. until switched off
automatically.

D While shooting fast'moving subTecls, one or both of the red arrows
may btink to show that the image is quite close to the in-focus zone;
for ordinary snapshots, taking the shot even in this situation can pro-

duce satisfactory results. However, if sharp focus ls mandatory, wait
until both red arrows light up continuously.

3) Wnen the batteries in the viewfinder are nearly exhausted, autofocus
becomes slow or may even stop, even though the red arrow(d or red X
remain lit. In this case, replace the batteries in the f inder at your earliest
convenience, or sel the A'M switch to M and turn the focusing ring
manually using the red arrows as a guide.

www.butkus.us
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Focus lock
The AF-Nikkor lens has two focus lock buttons io on the lens
barrel, one on the side and the other on the A-M switch. You can
use erther of these buttons, depending on your choice of hori-
zontal- or vertical-format shootrng During autofocus operation.
depressing the focus lock button allows you to lock in the auto-
focus distance setting on the lens. Autofocus begins once again
as soon as you release the button.
To take pictures with the main subject off-center. first center the
marn subject within the focusing f rame in the viewf inder, depress
the shutter release button halfway and make sure both focus
indicators light up; then depress the focus lock button and, while
holding it in, recompose and shoot.

lVotes.'
1) With the focus lock button held down, the in-focus indication ()1)

may change in the following two cases.' 1) when you once again
depress the shutter release button halfway after the camera s aulo-
matic 16-sec. switch has turned otf the indication, or D just after you
have taken a prcture. However, regardless of the focus indication
change, the distance sel on the lens ls sll// the sarne as when you
depressed the focus lock button.

2 When taking pictures in the automatic exposure mode with the matn
subiect off 'center, you must a/.so depress the memorv lock button B

Io get the correct exposure For more informatron, refer to page 40.

ZJ



-FOCUS-continued

Focus-Aid Operation (Using the Focus
With the AF-Nikkor's A-M switch or) set at M, or with other Nikkor
or Nikon Series E lenses having a maximum aperture of f /3.5 or
faster (as listed on page 2O), you can use the focus indrcators
as a guide as you rotate the lens focusing ring. First, center the
main subject (if possible, a subject's vertical line) within the
focusing f rame;then depress the shutter release button halfway
to make the red arrows light up (focus information stays on for
16 sec. after removing your finger). lf only the far-focus arrow
({ ) lights up, this indicates that the lens is focused behind the
subject, whereas the near-focus arrow ()) rndicates that the
lens is focused in f ront of the subject. These red arrows are very
convenient, because they tell you in which drrection to turn the
focusing ring:1ust turn in the direction of the arrow. When the
image is in focus, both red arrows light up continuously.
When there is a big difference between the actual camera-to-
subject distance and distance set on the lens, the focus-
impossible warning appears. In this case, turn the focusing ring

until one of the red arrows lights up; then continue to turn the

24

I ndicators )
ring until both arrows are lit, indicating sharp focus. lf only the
far-focus arrow ({) remains lit after the ring has been rotated
fully counterclockwise, thrs means the subject is closer than the
closest focusing distance of the lens. lf the sublect is much
closer than the closest focusing distance of the lens, the red X

will light up continuously.
In case the red X blinks or lights up continuously and does not
disappear even after the focusing ring is turned, this indicates
that the focus-aid indication system does not function well with
the particular subject or shooting sitr.ration (please refer to page

26 tor f urther details).
Note: While shooling f ast'moving sublecls, one or both of the red arrows
may blink to show that the image ts quite close to the tn'focus zone; for
ordinary snapshols, taking the shot even rn this situatton can produce
satisfactory resu/ls. However, rf sharp locus ls mandalorY, continue to
rotate the focusing ring until both red arrows light up continuouslY.
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Manual Focus (Using the Matte Portion of the Focusing Screenl
Manual focus is required in the following cases: 1)when the Note: With the AM switch on the AF.Nikkor /ens sel at A. you cannol
batteries in the DX-1 Jinder are exhausted, 2) when you are shiftthelensdistanceselling byturningthefocusingring
using a lens which cannot provide autofocus or focus-aid oper-
ation, 3) when the focus-impossible warning blinks or lights up
continuously, or 4) when you simply want to focus the lens your-
self. With an AF-Nikkor lens, set the A-M switch os to M; then
turn the lens focusing ring until the image on the matte portion
of the screen inside the viewfinder looks sharp and clear. With
all other lenses, rotate the focusing ring in the normal manner.

25



-FOCUS-continued
Special Situations
The F3AF provides autofocus and focus-aid operation in the
majority oJ cases, including such diflicult situations as fast-
moving sports events, subjects seen through glass, or scenes
containing point light sources, such as the flame from a candle
or a streetlight at night. However, if the overall subject is dark in
tone (e.g. when the illumination level is less than EV 4 at ASA/
ISO 1OO), low in conlrast, or lacks a distinct vertical line' the
focus-impossible warning blinks or glows continuously to inform
you that the camera's TTL image displacement detecting sys-
tem will not work. In this case, you can set the lens' A'M switch
GE to M and focus on the main subject manually using the matte
portion of the focusing screen. As an alternative, perform auto-
focus or focus-aid operation using another subject' iJ available'
which is located at the same distance as the one you want to
photograph; then, with the focus lock button depressed on

autofocus or without changing the distance setting in focus-aid
operation, point the camera at the original subject and take
the picture.

Dark subject (lllust. 1)
The red X blinks to show insufficient scene brightness. In this
case, {ocus manually, or perform autofocus/focus-aid operation
on an alternate subject at the same distance which is lighter
in tone.

Low-contrast subiect (lllust.2), small or f inely
detailed subiect (lllust. 3)
The red X lights up continuously. In this case, focus manually, or

Derform autofocus or focus-aid operation on an alternate sub-
ject at the same distance which has more contrast or is larger.

Subject with no vertical lines (lllust.4)
The red X glows continuously. In this case, turn the camera ver-
tically and perform autolocus or Jocus-aid operation' or focus
manually; alternatively, perform autofocus or focus'aid oper-

ation using an alternate subject at the same distance which has

vertical lines.

Subject with high reflectivity (lllust. 5), backlit
subject (lllust. 6), or scene with both far and near
subiects (lllust. 7)
ln these cases, both red arrows or the red X light up contin-
uously. lf the red X appears, focus manually. lf both red arrows
are lit, use the matte portion of the screen to check focus. lf
your desired subject is out of focus, then focus manually. lf it is
in focus, take the shot.

t
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EXPOSURE
To match the convenience of autofocus, the Nikon
F3AF features aperture-priority auto exposure. All
you do is set the camera at A (Auto) and fire away.
Light is automatically measured through the lens
at full aperture, and the correct shutter speed is

electronically determined to match the aperture in

use. The F3AF also lets you select the shutter
speed manually for complete creative control.
Because the fast-reacting SPD metering cell is
located in the camera body below the reflex mirror
@, you have full metering capabilities even with
an interchangeable viewfinder attached. Meter-
ing is centerweighted; 80% of its sensitivity is

concentraled in the 'l2mm{ center spot of the
focusing screen, while the remaining 20 % is distri-
buted over the rest of the screen. To get lhe cor-
rect exposure, center the main subject in the f inder.
There are three faclors involved in determining
exposure:film speed, aperture, and shutter speed.
All must be set correctly to get the proper exposure.
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Setting the Film Speed
To program the F3AF to give the correct exposure with a par-
ticular film, you must first set the camera to the correct film
speed. The film speed, represented by an ASA/ISO number, is a
numerical rating of the film's sensitivity to a given amount of
light:the higher the number, the greater the sensitivity, and vice
versa. This number is printed on the f ilm carton and the cartridge
itself . To handle all film types, the camera's ASA/lSO dial e! has
settings from ASA/ISO 12 to 6400. Two dots between each oair
of ASA/lSO numbers stand for intermediate settings, such as
64, 80, etc. The table above gives the speeds for all intermediate
settings.

250 I 500 2000 4000
320 640 r250 2500 5000

Note: ln certain situatlons, you can set the ASA//SO diat to a setting
which is different f rom the recommended film speed. For example, some
photographers rate their color slide f ilm at a slighily higher ASA//SO set
ting to produce intentional underexposure for more color saturation. Or
when shooting in very low light, you can "push" high speed btack_and.
white film by doubling or quadrupling the ASA/lSO, then overdeveloping
it to compensate for the underexposure.

16 20 32 40 64 80 125
I
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-EXPOSURE-continued

Setting the Aperture
The second factor in determining exposure is the shooting aper-
ture. Aperture, or the opening formed by the diaphragm inside
the lens, controls the amount of light allowed to pass through
the lens and strike the film, it also controls depth of field (see
page 36 for more information). In low light, you are generally
required to use large apertures (indicated by f-numbers which
are low in numerical value, e.g. t12.il, while in bright light, small
apertures are called for (e.9., f/16). The aperture ring @ features
click-stops at whole l/stops but is continuously variable through-
out its entire range. With the exception of a few special lenses,
Nikkor and Nikon Series E lenses enable full-aperture light
measurement regardless of the aperture setting. These lenses
have automatic diaphragms, meaning that the diaphragm stops
down to the preset aperture only at the instant of exposure. To

keep you fully informed, the aperture in use appears in the ADR
window O inside the camera's vieMinder.

30

Setting the Shutter Speed
Shutter speed, or the length of time the shutter remains open,
also determines the amount of light allowed to strike the film.
The Nikon F3AF offers automatic stepless shutter speed conlrol
over the range from 1 I2OOO sec. to 8 sec., plus full manual con-
trol with a choice of 1B settings, including B, T, and X. All shutter
speeds, except T, are electromagnetically controlled.
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The shutter speed dial ta has the following settings:
A (Auto): Provides aperture-priority automatic exposure con-
trol in which you first select the shooting aperture, then the
camera sets the corresponding shutter speed for correct
exposure.
1/2000^,8 sec.: 15 discrete settings give you full manual con-
trol of the shutter speed. The numbers engraved on the dial in
white are reciprocals, for example 2000 means j 12000 sec. 60,
also a reciprocal, appears in red arrd indicates the highest
manual shutter speed for proper synchronization with electronic
flash (with the exception of X). Numbers engraved in orange
represent actual shutter speeds, for example an orange B
means B sec.
B (Bulb): The shutter remains open as long as the shutter re-
lease button ,ru is deoressed.

T(Time): At this mechanical setting, the shutter stays open until
the dial is rotated to another setting, making it ideal for really
long time exposure. To avoid unnecessary battery drain, follow
this procedure: turn the power switch @ off and make certain
the LCD is not displayed in the finder, then trip the shutter using
the backup mechanical release lever @.
X (X-sync): Provides 1/BO sec. speed, the proper synchro.
nization speed for any electronic flash unit.
To set the shutter speed dial, rotate it until the desired setting
click-stops opposite the index line ro,; the dial is locked at the
A and X settings to prevent accidental shifting of the setting. To
move the dial off a locked setting, push the locking bulton zr as
you rotate the dial. Intermediate settings should not be used.

Q1
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Use a larger aperture or slower
shutter speed.

Use a smaller aperture or faster
shutter speed.

Within +114 EY.

M -

Manual Exposure Gontrol
In the manualexposure mode, you can shoot at any combination
of f/stop and shutter speed from 1/2000 to 8 sec., enabling you
to select your desired shutter speed. Manual exposure is also
required when stop-down exposure measurement is necessary
or when you want to use the B, T, or X setting.
Except at the B, T, and X settings, the shutter speed you set is
shown in the viewfinder immediately after the shutter release
button qo is depressed halfway. As before, the - symbol at the
upper right of the number indicates shutter speeds from 1 to 8
sec. Also the letter M appears to the left of the number, indicat-
ing the manual exposure mode. Above the M, the following
symbols appear: -, +, and - + which indicate underexposure,
overexposure, and correct exposure, respectively. To obtain
correct exposure, simply turn the shutter speed dial oer and/or
aperture ring until the - + symbol appears. The LCD stays on
approx. 16 sec. after you remove your finger from the button.

JFo

Intermediate settings on the shutter speed dial cannot be used
while those on the lens aperture ring @ can be. Therefore, stop
the lens aperture down or open it up to the appropriate inter-
mediate setting when fine adjustment of the exposure is
necessary.
When making blank exposures with the shutter speed dial set
between 11125 and 112000 sec., the shutter fires at 1/80 sec.
with h/ 80 displayed until the f rame counter reaches one.
At the B or T setting, an M- appears in the viewf inder.
At X, an M. 80 appears. However, the + does not mean over-
exposure, because the meter does not function at this setting;
as soon as a dedicated Nikon Speedlight is attached to the
F3AF and turned on, the + disappears from the display, leaving
just M 80.

-Fl
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Relationship Between Shutter Speed and Aperture
The amount of light reaching the film plane is determined by a The best combination will depend on the results you want. Use
combination of the shutter speed and the lens aperture. A fast shutter speeds to freeze motion; use slow speeds to pro-
shutter speed of 11125 sec. lets in twice as much light as a set- duce a deliberate blur. Also, small apertures give greater depth
ting of 1/250 sec. and only half as much light as 1/60 sec. An' of field, while large.apertures restrict the zone of sharp focus to
aperture setting of l/11 lets in twice as much light as f/16, half the main subject. (For more detailed information about depth
as much as f/8. Thus, if the correct exposure for a particular of field, refertopage36.)
picture-taking situation is 1/125 at f /11, then 1/250 at f /8 or 1/60 A good rule to follow in preventing camera shake is to select a
atf/l6willgivethesameexposure. minimum shutter speed which is the reciprocal of the focal
The table above illustrates lhe interrelationship between shutter length of the lens in use. For example, when using a normal
speed and aperture. 50mm lens, select a speed no slower than 1/60 sec. (the closest

number to 1/50). For a 200mm super-telephoto, use no less
than 1/250 sec. and so forth.

I
I

t
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A fast shutter speed freezes
the rider and background.

By panning the camera, a slow one allows
the background to blur.
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Depth of Field
When you shoot at a certain aperlure and focusing distance,
you will find that not only the main subject but objects in a cer-
tain distance range in front of and behind it will be sharp in the
final photograph. Objects beyond this range become increas-
ingly out of focus. This "in-focus zone" is known as depth of
field. When this zone of sharpness is large, the depth of field is
said to be deep; when it is small, the depth of field is said to
be shallow.
The following is true of depth of field:
t )me smaller the shooting aperture (i.e. tne larger the numeri-

cal f-number), the deeper the depth of field; the larger the
aperture, the shallower the depth of field.

2) The farther away the subject is from the lens, the deeper the
depth of field becomes; the closer to the lens, the shallower
the depth of field.

36

3) The longer the focal length of a lens, the shallower the depth
of f ield at each f/stop; the shorter the focal length, the deeper
the depth of field.

4) There is greater depth of field behind the main subject than
in f ront of it.

The depth of field at each aperture is indicated on the lens by a
set of color-coded lines @ (corresponding to the colors of the
f-numbers on the aperture ring) which are used in conjunction
with the distance scale @. The range is indicated by the dis-
tance between the lines.

Note: Certain Zoom-Nikkor and special-purqse Nikkor /enses do not
have a depth-ot-field scale.



Depth-of-field preview button @
When a lens with an automatic diaphragm is used, the image in
the vieMinder is viewed with the lens at maximum aperture.
However, by depressing the depth-of-field preview button,
the lens will be stopped down to the aperture set, enabling you
to examine depth of f ield before shooting. The image in the view-
finder darkens according to the selected f -number: the smaller
the aperture (i.e., the larger f-number), the darker the image.
Components of the picture that appear in focus when the button
is deoressed will be in the zone of sharo focus.
Note that the button should be depressed all the way.
Note: When shooting in the automatic exposure mode with an Al lens,
do not release the shutter while depressing the preview button; improper
exposure may result.

To illustrate depth of field, the following photos were taken with
the AF-Nikkor SOmm f/2.8 lens at a focused distance of 5m; the
only difference is that they were shot at various apertures. Con-
trol of depth of field enables you to create photos having selec-
tive focus (where the major subject stands out from the back-
ground and/or foreground) or overall sharpness (in which all
elements in the picture appear sharp). Depth of field imparts to
your picture a character all its own.

37
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Suggested Applications for Exposure Compensation

- 
+ 2 White background, snow scene

1 White background occupying half of viewing area

- 
-1

\_ _2

spotlighted subject, black background occupying
half of viewing area

black background

Exposure Compensation
In the vast majority of cases, the F3AF provides the correct
exposure on automatic. However, certain situations require a
deviation f rom the automatic exposure setting. For this purpose,
the F3AF features both an exposure compensation dial zr and
a memory lock button G..

Exposure compensation dial
This dial adjusts the exposure by increasing or decreasing the
automatically selected shutter speed. When the scene is un-
usually light or dark in tone (e.g., a snow scene), exposure com-
pensation must be made to prevent over- or underexposure.
Or under normal conditions, you can intentionally over- or under-
expose the shot to create special "high-key" or "low-key" effects.

To make exposure compensation, push the locking 5u119n ros as
you rolate the exposure compensation dial. lt is graduated in
one-third sloo increments: -1 and -2 indicate one and two
stops less exposure, whereas + 1 and + 2 indicate one and two
stops additional exposure. At ASA/lSO 6400, the compensation
extends to only -1, at ASA/ISO 12, up to + 1. After use make
sure to reset the dialto "0."
The recommended exposure compensation settings for various
subjects and picture-taking situations are shown above.

Note: Because lhe LCD shows only discrete shutter speeds, a slighl
adjustment of the exposure compensation dial, such as + 1/3, may not
be ref lected in a chanqe in shutter speed

39
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- EXPOSURE-continued
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Memory lock button
Another way of making exposure compensation with the F3AF
on automatic is to use the exposure memory lock button. When
there rs a substantial difference in brightness between the main
subject and the background, such as a strongly backlit subject,
the camera's exposure meter is ltkely to be fooled, resulting
in under- or overexposure (Fig. 1). To compensate for this,
center the main subject in the viewfinder or move in close to
the subject, depress the memory lock button and hold it in; then
recompose and shoot \Fig.2).
Note: ln autofocus operation, you must a/so depress the focus lock
button when recomposing with lhe subiect off-center to keep tt in

sharo focus

E
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T
Stop-Down Exposure Measurement
When using a non-Al lens or certain close,up accesso'es, you
must push the meter coupling lever release button rrpr and locx
the meter coupling lever cD in the "up" position before mounting
a lens or attaching an accessory. In this case, the diaphragm in
the lens does not rink with the meter coupling lever oi the
camera body. Therefore, you must perform stop-down metering.
The procedure is as follows:

For non-Al lenses with automatic diaphragms
on auto: Push the depth-of-fierd preview button oail the way in
and hold it as you trip the shutter.
caution: lf the depth-of -f ield preview button is not depressed all the wav,
the mirror rl! mal remain in the "up" position.

on manual: select a shutter speed. Then hord in the preview
button and turn the lens aperture ring @ until the - + symbol
appears in the viewfinder. Release the preview button and take
the shot.

For non.Al lenses or accessories without automatic
diaphragms
on auto: stop the lens down manually until the desired shutter
speed appears in the viewfinder. Then take the oicture.
On manual: Adjust the shutter speed or aperture until the - +
sign appears.

For f ixed. a perture lenses, photomicrography,
or astrophotography
On auto: No control is necessary;just take the picture:
On manual: Adjust the shutter speed dial until the - + appears.
lf correct exposure is unobtainable, use an ND (neutral density)
filter or change the illumination to adjust the exposure.

t
I
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OTHERCONTROLS

Shutter Release Buttoh zs

Depressing the button halfway switches on the exposure meter

and autofocus function and activates the viewfinder LED and

LCD displays for focus/exposure inlormation' Both displays stay

on for approx. 16 sec., even after taking your finger off the but-

ton, then turn themselves off automatically to conserve battery
power. Depressing the button all the way down releases the

shutter. The shutter release button is threaded in its center to

accept a standard cable release for tripping the shutter with the

camera mounted on a tripod.
Itloles.'
1) The shutter cannot be tripped using the shutter release button unless.

a) the camera s power sw itch (ti is turned on, d the f ilm advance lever

€9 ls stroked comptetely to cock the shutter, and d the batteries are

in proper working order. To release the shutter when the batteries are

dead, use the backup mechanical release lever @1, referring to the

next page.

2) At the B setting, unless you hold the shutter release button down all
the way, the shutter may close prematurely.

9 Do not screw a tripod into the camera's tripod socket q!) bo tightly-

42

Backup Mechanical Release Lever'o
This lever is provided as an alternative method of releasing the

shutter in case the camera's batteries become weak or com-
pletely exhausted. To operate the lever, first use your fingernail

to pull it down to the ready position. Then push it down to trip
the shutter. The shutter operates at a mechanical speed of

approx. 1/60 sec. at any setting on the shutter speed dial, except

T. At T, push down the backup mechanical release lever with

the power switch @ off.
caution: lf you advance the film while hblding down the backup mechan'

ical release lever, the shutter witl fire immediately at the completion ot

the film advance stroke, thus wastrng a f rame. Also, if you fail to advance

the fitm comptetety and then use the lever to trip the shutter, the mirror

@t wiil remain in the "up" position; when the additional stroke ls made to

complete film winding, the shutter willfire, a/so wastlng a f rame'



Film Advance Lever sg

The film advance lever is coaxial with the shutter release button
ru and is specially contoured to fit the thumb. To advance the

film, wind the lever to the right all the way until it stops. lt auto-
matically returns to the standoff position the moment you take
your thumb off it. One complete stroke or a series of shorter
ones advances the film by a single frame and simultaneously
cocks the shutter.
At the end of the film roll, the lever stops working. Do not attempt
to wind the lever further;just rewind the film.
Note: lf the lever becomes difficult to operate at the beginning of the
roll, this means that the film is not winding onto the takeup spool ,4i DroD-
erly. ln this case, rewind the tilm immediately and load the fitm again.

Frame Gounter ro

To keep track of the number of exposed frames, the frame
counler is graduated from two frames below O up to 40. Blue
numerals appear every 5 frames (0, S, tO, etc.), with dots in
between. White marks al 12,20,24, and 36 indicate the number
of frames available on most film cartridges. When making blank
shots with the shutter speed diat la set to "A," the shutter will
fire at '1l80 sec. until the f rame counter reaches the first frame.
In addition, the LCD shows BO in the finder. Or, if you set the dial
manually between 11125 and 112000 sec., the shutter will still
fire at 1/80 sec. In the finder, an M BO is displayed. However, if
the speed is manually set to 1/80 sec. (X)or below, the shutter
will fire at the speed set with the LCD indicating that speed.
Therefore, to speed up film loading, set the dial to A or to .t/125

sec. or aDove.
When the camera back '.30,r is opened, the frame counter auto-
matically resets to two f rames below zero.

4J
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-OTHER CONTROLS-continued

Eyepiece Shutter LeYer ra

W["n lt is impossible to keep your eye at the viewfinder (such

as when utilizing the self-timer), you should use the eyepiece

shutter. This shutter prevents stray light f rom entering the eye-

piece and adversely affecting the automatic exposure meter

reading and autofocus function. Just push the lever to the left

to closl the shutter. As a visual reminder that it is in use, the

blind is oainted red.

ffiffi
Self-Timer

g
ffi

The F3AF',s blinking self -timer provides a 10-sec. delay in shutter

release. To operate the self-timer, push the self -timer lever @ to

uncover the red dot (Fig. t). (Wnen using the camera in the

autofocus and/or automatic exposure modes, don't forget to
close the eyepiece shutter to prevent stray light from entering

tnl-eyepiece.)m"n push the shutter release button @ (Fig' 2)'

lmmediately the red LED @ron the front of the camera will start

blinking and then speed up during the final two seconds before

the shJtter opens to warn you toget ready (Fig' 3)' Finatly, re-

turn the self -timer tever to its original position after use (Fig. A).

lf you want to cancel the self-timer after pushing the shutter

release button, return the self -timer lever to its original position.

This willprevent the picture from being taken.
Note: The 8 setilng on the shutter speed dial @does not lunction as B

with the self-timer.



Mirror Lockup Lever +

In the following situations, the F3AF's mirror @ must be lockeo
in the "up" position: when you want to operate the Motor Drive
MD-4 at 6 frames per second or when using certain fisheye
lenses which do not feature through-the-lens viewing. Also,
when using super-telephoto lenses or doing photomicrography,
it becomes necessary to minimize camera vibration. To lock the
reflex viewing mirror in the "up" position, push in the depth-of-
field preview button @ and rotate the lever counterclockwise
until it stops. To return the mirror to the ,,down" position, rotate
the lever clockwise until it stops.
Do not release the shutter unless the mirror is completely in the
"up" or "down" position.
caution: with the mirror locked up, you shoutd not operate the camera
on automatic. Even though the LCD continues to show you the shutter
speed automatically selected by the camera, this speed will not produce
the correct exposure. Autofocus operation with the mirror in tne "up"
pos it i o n is a/so lmposslb/e.

Viewfinder lllumin?tor m

A convenient built-in viewfinder illuminator lets you see the LCD
exposure information and the aperture, even in dim light. To turn
on the illuminator, push the red illuminator button @ located at
the base of the viewfinder just in front of the shutter speed dial
@. Please remember that the illuminator only lights up when
the camera's exposure meter is switched on, bu1 turns off as
soon as you remove your finger from the button.
IVotes.'
1) tt you plan to use the illuminator for extended periods, take along a

spare set of fresh batteries for the camera body, because the iilumi-
nator consumes a lot of power.

? At low temperatures or with nearly exhausted batterie.s, usng lhe
illuminator might temporarily lower the vottage, causing the LCD to
disappear. lf the LCD appears again when the illuminator is off, you
can release the shutter without replacing the batteries.

45
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-OTHER GONTROLS-continued

Multiple Exposure LeYer za

For creative and unusual effects, the F3AF allows you to record
more than One image on the same frame of film. To make double
or multiple exposures, follow this procedure:
1) Take the f irst shot.
2)Then to recock the shutter without advancing the film, push

the multiple exposure lever forward (Fig. 1), and stroke the
advance lever 'sg. lmmediately the multiple exposure lever
will spring back to its normal position (Fig. 2).

3) Now you are ready to take the second shot on the same
frame. For more than two shots on the same frame, just re-
peat the same procedure for each additional exposure. When
you have finished, simply advance the film normally to the
next frame. While making multiple exposures, the frame
counter does not advance. The multiple exposure setting
cannot be cancelled once the lever is set in the "out" position.

Note: tf you wish to cancel the multiple exposure settlng, first cover the

lens with the tens cap and c/ose the eyepiece shutter; then make a blank

shot and advance the film to the next frame.

46

Memo Holder sr

As a reminder of the film type and the number of exposures on

the roll in use, clip off the end of the film carton and insert it into

the memo holder. While loading the film, insert the film carton

end before closing the camera back. When film is already
loaded, you must remove the DX-1 finder.
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Film Plane Indicator 78

The film plane indicator ( * ) is engraved in white on the top deck
just behind the shutter speed dial. lt indicates the exact position
of the film plane inside the camera. Whenever it becomes
necessary to measure the exact distance between the subject
and.film plane, such as in macrophotography, use the film plane
indicator. The distance between the film plane and the lens
mounting flange is exactly 46.5mm.

Infrared Focusing lnder
The red dot beside the focusing index on most lenses is the
infrared focusing index. When shooting with black-and-white
(but not color) infrared film, it is necessary to refocus the lens ro
compensate for the fact that infrared light rays focus at a point
slightly in f ront of visible tight.
In infrared photography, use of the R60 filter is required. At first,
focus on your subject through the viewfinder by rotating the lens
focusing ring @ without the filter in ptace. Then look at the lens
and take note of the focused distance. Reset the focusing ring
so that the desired distance is aligned with the red dot. Finally
take pictures with the filter attached.
Note: Automatic focusing is lmposslb/e in black-and-white infrared
photography.
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FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY
The Nikon F3AF has been specially designed to make electronic
flash photography easier than ever. When used with an acces-
sory Nikon dedicated flash unit, the camera offers fully auto-
matic through-the-lens (TTL) control of the flash exposure. This
means that while the shutter is open, the camera's silicon
photodiode (SPD) reads the light reflected directly off the film
and tells the flash unit to cut itself off when the exposure
is correct.
To prevent mistakes, the camera also offers automatic switch-
over of the shutter speed for proper synchronization. With the

shutter speed dial t9 set at A or 11125 sec. or above, the shutter
speed is automatically switched to 1/80 sec. as soon as the
flash is turned on. As a reminder, the LCD shows 80 on auto or
M B0 on manual. For creative fill-in flash effects, you can set the
speed manually to 1/60 sec. or below and the shutter f ires at the
speed set with the speed in use displayed in the viewf inder.

For non-dedicated flash units, an X setting is provided, giving
you the proper manual speed of 1/80 sec. At X, M'B0 appears
in the LCD. However, if you use a Nikon dedicated flash unit at

this setting, M 80 appears as soon as the unit is turned on'
When shooting manually with any flash unit, it is necessary to
determine the flash unit's guide number for the film you are
using;then set the aperture to match the shooting distance.

48
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Accessory Shoe rg

Located at the base of the rewind knob oa, the accessory shoe
allows direct mounting of a Nikon dedicated flash unit, such as
the SB-12 or 58-164. To mount other direct-mounting flash
units (having either an ISO- or Nikon F2-type mounting foot) to
the F3AF's accessory shoe, a Nikon Flash Unit Coupler is re-
quired (for details, refer to page 56.) The accessory shoe also
accepts accessory cords, such as the SC-12 and SC-13, for
convenient flash photography with Nikon bracket-mounting
units, such as the SB-11 and 14.
Three electrical contacts @ on the accessory shoe provide for
synchronization of the flash unil, automatic TTL output control,
and ready-light indication (via an LED) in the camera's view-
finder, plus auto switching to the proper synchronization speed
of 1/80 sec.

Caution: For flash photography, it is recommended that you use a
Nikon dedicated electronic llash unit which operates with a low-voltage
current. The use of any other flash which operates at high voltages may
damage the camera's circuitry; any damage caused by such use is nol
covered by the Nikon Warranty.

49
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-FLASH PHOTOG RAPHY- centinued

Sync Terminal 
'oA separate sync terminal with a protective screw-in cover is

provided on the Nikon F3AF. When using flashbulbs or an elec-
tronic flash unit without a hot-shoe contact, it is necessary to
use the camera's sync terminal. lt accepts all standard plug-in

PC cords, plus it is threaded for use with a Nikon screw-in
PC cord.

The F3AF features an X-sync contacl
flash units to be sYnchronized at a

or slower.

only, allowing electronic
soeed of 1/BO sec. (X)

Shutt

rzoooTrrrooo t1/sooTr/rsoTl/1rs I rroo-l rrsoT 1fis
-_--r._--T-ttll

-'r speed (sec.)

Speedlight

Flashbulb

FP

M

MF

50

Synch ronized

Cannot be used
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Ready-Light
A built-in LED ready-light is provided in the upper right-hand
portion of the viewfinder outside the picture area. When a Nikon
dedicated flash unit (or a TTL sensor cord) is attached to the
accessory shoe @, the ready-light comes on as soon as the
flash is recycled, indicating that the unit is ready to fire. So, you
never have to remove your eye from the vieMinder. Moreover,
in the TTL mode, whenever the flash unit fires at its maximum
output, the ready-light starts blinking for approx. two seconds,
warning you that the light was probably insufficient for correct
exposure. As an additional warning, it blinks if the flash is not
connected properly or if the ASA/lSO setting on the camera is
outside lhe dedicated flash unit's range of ASA/lSO 25,w4O0.
For more detailed information. refer to the flash unit's instruc-
tion manual.

ilikon F3AFlSpeedlight Gombination Ghart

*With the SB-12 or SB-15 mounted on the Nikon F3AF, the flash head
cannot be rotated so that it is over the AF Finder DX-l.*"The SB-E cannnol be mounted on the F3AF unless the Eyelevel
Finder DE-2 or High-Eyepoint Finder DE-3 is useo.

SB-16A yes yes TTL, auto,
manual, MD

sB-12. yes yes TTL, manual

sB-11/14

(with SC-12) yes yes TTL, manual
(with SC-13) yes yes auto, manual
(with SC-l1) no no auto, manual

SB-15 (with AS-4. 7). yes yes auto, manual,
MD

SB-10 (with AS-4. 7) yes yes auto. manual

SB-7 (wilh AS-3) no no auto. manual

SB.6

(with SC-6) no no manual, MD

(with AS-3,
sc-g, su-1) no no

auto, manual,
MD

SB-E** (with AS-a,7) yes yes auto only
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DE-2DE-2 DE-3

Interchangeable Viewfinders
In addition to the AF Finder DX-1, the F3AF camera also accepts
other interchangeable viewfinders designed for the regular
Nikon F3. With them, all Nikkor and Nikon Series E lenses,
including the AF-Nikkors, are usable with the F3AF body. Re-
gardless of which finder is attached, you still have full automatic
exposure control because the meter is built into the camera
body rather than the finder. The camera's autofocus control,
however, cannot be used with viewfinders other than the DX'1.
The Eyelevel Finder DE-2 offers regular eyelevel viewing and
provides an upright and unreversed image in the viewfinder. The
High-Eyepoint Finder DE-3 gives you the same eyelevelviewing,
but allows eyeglass wearers and action photographers alike to

see the entire frame with the eye up to approx. 25mm away
from the eyepiece. The Waist-Level Finder DW'3 is ideal when
you wanl to use the camera at a low angle or upside down over
your head for shooting over crowds. The Action Finder DA'2
works well for those situations when you cannot bring your eye
close to the finder, such as in fast-breaking sports events, when
you are wearing a helmet or goggles, or when the camera is

enclosed in waterproof underwater housing. The 6X Magnifi'
cation Finder DW-4 is for critical high-magnification close'up
work or photomicrography.
When using the DA-2 or DW-3, be careful that stray light does
not enter from the top and cause an inflated meter reading.

DW.4



To remove the finder, use your thumb and forefinger to slide the
finder release levers €l toward the back of the camera;then lift
the finder out. Before attaching another viewfinder, a focusing
screen must be installed (please refer to page 54). To attach the
new finder, position it above the camera with the nameplate
facing toward the f ront of the camera, and gently push the view-
finder down until it is fully seated in place. Make sure the finder
is attached securely.
Do not forget to remove the focusing screen f rom the body when
you reattach the AF Finder DX-1. lf not, both the focusing screen
inside the camera body and the one built into the bottom of the
DX-1 might be damaged.

Caution:
1) When handling the F3AF with the DX-l removed, be careful not to soi!

or damage the electrical contacts at the bottom of the finder or the
matching ones inslde the camera body at the top of the mirror box.
Also do not short-circuit them.

2 Do not pick up the camera by the finder only. The force may cause
damage to the camera.

9 To prevent dirt from getting inside the finder, always keep the eyepiece
glass attached.

4 When stoilng the DX-1 separately from the camera body, attach the
protective cover(supptied with the camera) to prevent the built-in finder
screen f rom becomino scratched.
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Focusing Screens
When using a viewfinder other than the standard AF Finder
DX-1, you have a choice of 20 interchangeable focusing screens,
as listed on the next page. To install a focusing screen, simply
insert the front edge (the edge with the slot in the middle) under
the pin and push the rear edge of the screen down into place.

To take out the focusing screen, first remove the finder, then
insert your fingernail under the rear edge of the screen and
lift it out.

Note: For more information on which screens are compatible with which
/enses, consult the instruction manual supplied with the /ens.

butkus-64_home
Typewritten Text
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I
Focusing Screen Selector Guide

Typr A: ilatle/Fresnol fleld sl{lh 3rm0 circuhr split-imago rangsfnder spot and
l2rnmC rolorsnce cinle. Rapid and accurab focusing. Excellont lor gsnoral
photography.

l}D. I: Cdnunaton ol Typ6 A and J screens. Matto/Frusnd flold sdth 3rmd sDllt-
irnago raruoflndsr spol surrunod by l rnn-wldo mlcrcprlsm doughnut. Rapld and
accurat locusino tor sublocts s,tlh both stralght linos and ill-doflnod conburs.
Suitabh lor gonoral photosraphy.

Ttp. B: Mdlo/Fresnol fldd wlth SrmO nno-gmund rulto locuslno spot and
12rmd rsformco clrcl€. Good lbr g0nenl photography, 6sp6cially wtth lono lons6s. .

lygr L: Sann as Type A sccon hjt wlth spllt-irnaoo rangoflndor llno d a 45o anglo.
Eest lor subl*ts wtlh horizontal llnos.

IyD.G:Fino-gmUndrutte|te|dwt|h4mnccharspotandc'osslu|r'FofmhI:Fino.grundFrgsne|fie|dwtth5.5mmdc|oarspo|itlddrub|6c]0sshairhr
|^|ph0t0m|crography'astnpl'0|0sraphyandothorhhh.ma0nilcdonapp||cat|ons'rfmm\useinpara||axfcUsingonaorh|inagO,p|usmi|||rn0tsrsca|6s|orca|cUhtd
| (, I using panlhx focuslng m arlal imagos iltilffiffiffikiiffiilffilil| indMdual magntfrcaton of obloc{s or for moasurtng oblsrs. Briflhnr imago in dim| | 

NNry $hilY 
for clooo'ups, photqnhrosmphv and o0rr hish-masniflcatlon

Iygr D: 0verall ffne-ground mano fl61d. For spoclallzod closs-up photography and
for uso with long lonsos.

lY0o P: Sare as Typo K hJt wtth spllt-imags rangoflndor lin6 at a 45o angla and
6tch0d horizmhl and \,ort|ca| llnos as an ald to cdnposltlon. Rapld and accuralo
focusing for subl*t wt$ horlzontal 0r wrtlcal Inos or ill-deflnod conlurs. Sulbble
lor gsnoral photogaphy.

ffi H.:;ll*,ffiim#l;ffi',,1x',

NNNZZi||,' NNVPl}}l| 
lons6havlnsmadmumapertunstrunf/3.stof/5.6.

[pr I: Mate/Fnsnol ffold sdth spllt-lmago rangsfrnder, 12mmC robnnc0 clrcle,
and horizontal and wrllcal llnes. Usod whon proparing slldss for TV iloadcasts.
Dotted linos indicalo standard TV sccon foflnat. Sdid oritllno shows "safs actlon"
ar6a. whorsas brokon llnss indicde "sah tlth" arsa.

Ifpc G: Clear Fr0sn6l flold with srtra-bright l2mmo mlcrerism locusing spot for
vlewing and focusing in p@r light. Four rn0dols (Gl-gl) aru avallablo cons-
sponding t0 spociffc focal longth lens6s. Dspth of fiold canrpt bo obssr\rod.

Iypr H: Char Fr€snd fold h'lth microprism fmusing pattom or0r th6 onlifo scr$n
ar6a. Pamits rapld bcusing on any part of tho screon wlth oplimum 6dgo-lo-o@
M0htn6ss In por'llght. Awihtlo in four modols (Hl-H4) conospondlng to
partlcular local longth lonsos.

TyD. U: Man6/Fr6sml field wilh 3mm0 llm-ground matto focuslng spot and
l2mmd roforonco circl6. Ulillzes tho Exno flullo flold as Type 8, hjt wlth lonsas
longor than lmmm ths imag6 in the viewffndor is oasler to s6. Wlth shorlor lcal-
hngm bnsos, thls scnon is mt sullable bcaus0 0l llght hll.otf in lho cornor.

tDa J: ilatlo/FFsnd ffdd wilh conlral mkropdsn focusing spot and lzflnC
clrclc. God hr gonoral photoguphy
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Electronic Flash Equipment
Indispensable for shooting in dim light and at night or for filling
in the shadows in daylight, Nikon Speedlights are dedicated
electronic flash units which complement your Nikon F3AF per-
fectly. Everything about these Speedlights is automalic-allyou
have to do is set the aperture and the flash output is measured
through the lens, ensuring the correct exposure regardless of
the lens in use.

Speedlight SB-12
Compact and light, the Nikon SB-12 mounts directly on the
camera to provide automatic TTL control of the flash exposure.
The SB-12 has a guide number of 25 (ASA/lSO 100 and meters)
or 40 (ASA/lSO 25 and feet).

Speedlights SB-11 and 14
For those photographers requiring a separate bracket-mounting
unit, Nikon has the SB-11 and SB-14. The guide number of the
sB-11 is 36 (ASA/ISO 100 and meters) or 60 (ASA/ISO 25 and
feet), while the SB-14, which requires a separate battery pack,
has a guide number ot 32 (ASA/ISO 100 and meters) or 52
(ASA/lSO 25 and feet). For automatic TTL control, these units
must be used with the TTL Sensor Cord SC-12. Featuring tilting
llash heads, the SB-11 and 14 allow you to bounce the light
easily off the ceiling or walls for softer, more flattering lighting
for portraits.

F3AF with SB-11 F3AF with SB-14



Speedlight SB-164
Newest in Nikon's lineup, the Nikon Speedlight SB-16A mounts
drrectly on the camera's accessory shoe and features four
zoom settings for 28,35,50, and 85mm lenses with a guide
number of 32 (ASA/lSO 100 and meters) or 52 (ASA/tSO 23 and
feel) for the 35mm setting. For truly creative bounce flash, it
has two flash heads: the main head not only tilts back 9Oo but
rotates 270', while the smaller secondary head faces straight
ahead to provide a catch light for the eyes. Other features in-
clude an MD (motor drive) setting for rapid flash recyting up to
4 flashes per second lor a total of 4 consecutive f rames.

Flash Unit Couplers AS-3, 4, andT
To mount other direct mounting flash units on the F3AF's acces-
sory shoe, a Nikon Flash Unit Coupler is required. The AS-3
coupler is necessary when mounting the Nikon SB-7, while the
AS-4 or AS-7 is for the SB-15, SB-E, or SB-10. A special feature
of the AS-7 is that it lets you change film without removing the
flash unit.

@e
)

AS.3 AS.4
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Motor Drive MD-4
One of the most exciting accessories for the F3AF camera is

the Motor Drive MD-4. This amazingly compact, light, and
streamlined unit attaches to the bottom of the camera in sec-
onds and advances the film either singly or in sequence up to
6* frames per second-making it the fastest regular production
motor drive on the market today. Actual controls have been re-
duced to only those necessary for convenient operation. ln

addition to the electromagnetic trigger button (which also turns
on the camera's meter when depressed halfway), there are its

concentric S-C (Single/Continuous) mode selector, a battery
check button and LED indicators, two interlocking rewind slides
for automatic film rewinding, and a subtractive frame counter
which stops the motor at the desired number of frames. Eight
M-type penlight batteries fit into a quick-release clip housed in

the base of the motor drive. An optional NiCd battery pack is

available for use in cold weather or when you want the fastest
possible firing rate. Once you attach the MD'4 to your camera,
you'll never want to take it off .

The Firing Rate Converter MK-l is available as a special
accessory for a motor-driven F3AF. lt screws into the tripod
socket of the MD-4 and plugs into the remote terminal to pro-
vide three firing rates-1 ,2, or 3 f rames per second-allowing
you to operate the motor drive on continuous while the camera
focuses automatically. lt has its own handy trigger button for
use in vertical-format shooting.
The Magazine Back MF-4 for shooting up to 250 frames with-
out changing film is also available as an option.

*Possible with NiCd battery pack at 'l/125 sec. or above with the mirror
locked up.
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Data Back MF-l4
To keep track of when photos were taken, the F3AF accepts the
Data Back MF-14 which slips on in place of the regular camera
back cD with no sync cord needed. Three imprinting modes are
possible : year/month I day, day I hou r/m inute, or pictu re counting ;

information is displayed clearly on the data back via an LCD and
then is imprinted on the film at the instant of exposure. Serving
as a handy clock, a quarlz timer with an alarm function is also
incorporated.
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GIose-Up Equipment
For shooting subjects which are located closer than the closest
possible focusing distance of the lens, Nikon makes a wide
variety of equipment:
1 ) Close-Up Attachment Lenses Nos. 0, 1, 2, 3T,4T, 5T, and 6T.

These lenses screw into the front of the lens just like filters
to magnify the image. Exposure metering can still be done at
full aperture without compensation.

2) Auto Extension Rings PK-1 1 , PK-12, PK-13.
These fit between the lens and camera body. Used singly or
in combination, exposure determination is done at full aper-
ture with all Al-type lenses. (The PK-11 cannot be attached to
the AF-Nikkor lenses.)

3) Betlows Focusing Attachment PB-6.
The PB-6 is also attached between the lens and camera body.
Exposure is determined by the stop-down method. The
beauty of this accessory is that you can change magnifi-
cations continuously by extending the bellows.

4) Micro-Nikkor 55 mmIl2.8,105mm t14,and 200mm f/4lF.
These specially designed lenses offer continuous focusing
f rom inf inity down to 1 /2X lifesize. To obtain 1 l2X to 1X mag-
nification with an Al Micro-Nikkor lens, the use of an auto
extension ring is required: the PK-13 for the 55mm t12.8, and
the PN-11 for the 105mm Il4:lo obtain magnifications from
infinity up to 1X with the 200mm t14 lF, use the Nikon Tele-
converter TC-300. Even with these accessories, exposure is
determined at full aperture. Note that in close-up photography,
depth of field is generally shallow. Thus, you should stop down
as much as possible when photographing a subject with great
depth. Since Micro-Nikkor lenses are not compatible with the
F3AF's autofocus and focus-aid functions, focusing must be' done by manually rotating the focusing ring @ while using the
matte portion of the DX-'l's focusing screen. For critical

60

,r. tfocusing in close-up photography, the use of a suitable inte

changeable focusing screen and accessory viewfinder is
recommended.

When using close-up equipment such as a bellows unit or exten'
sion ring(s) attached between the F3AF camera body and
lens, focus-aid operation depends on lens extension from the
camera's mounting flange, as shown in the following table.

For lenses not appearing in this list, focus-aid operation is im-
possible with any close-up equipment attached. In addition,
focus-aid operation cannot be performed when a lens is mounted
in the reverse position.
IVotes.'
1) The F3AF's meter coupling lever @ should be pushed up before at'

taching a bellows unit or non'Al extension rings, such as the PK'1 , 2,

3, PN-l, etc.
D Before attaching the PB-6 to the F3AF, the DX 1 Finder should be first

removed f rom the camera body.

d luto Extension Rings PK-1 and PK-11, Extension Ring Kl and Auto
Adapter Ring BR-4 cannot be attached to AF-Nikkor lenses.

s

il1 .2, il1.4 Twice the lens focal length

Four-fifth of the lens focal length

One-half the lens focal length

Twice the lens focal length

Four-fifth of the lens focal length

One-half the lens focal length

One-fifth of the lens focal length



Micro-Nikkor
Lenses

000 Ail,r".,,"n",.n

Close-Up
Attachment
Lenses
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Duplication work and photomicrography
The F3AF combined with the proper accessory enables you to
perform duplication work or photomicrography. In these speciar-
ized areas of photography, however, focusing should be per-
formed manually using the matte portion of the focusing screen
as autofocus/focus-aid operation is, in most cases, impossible.
ln addition, exposure compensation is required because these
areas of photography represent unusual contrast situations.
Shown in the table is the relationshio between specific photo
types and proper exposure. Since this is meant to be a guide, in
practice, you should make further compensation by experimen-
tation untilyou achreve the proper results.
t)Since color slide film has small exposure latitude, it is ad-

visable to take an extra shot, keeping the following in mind for

automatic exposure measurement :

One-stop overexposure for a light-toned subject
One-stop underexposure for a dark-toned subject

2) When using microfilm for duplicationwork, it is better to deter-
mine the exposure after taking experimental shots, since
microfilm has a very small latitude, too, and the results are
easily affected by the developing conditions and by the film
emulsion number.

3)To avoid vibration, you can make the exposure by turning the
illumination on and off .

4) lt is advisable to use a cable release to eliminate camera
vibration.

b
Subject Method of exposure

measurement
Exposure

compensation Required accessories Caution

General
duplication

Photographs and
piclures with continu
ous aradation Full-aperture

or stop-down

Compensation nol
necessary

Micro-Nikkor 55 mm f /2.8
^^hr^.^r^^^^UdUIE ICICdJE

For high contrast subjects, regardless of whether
the base is black or white, make compensation
alter determrning exposure wtth an 1go/o standard
rellex board.

Documenls and
drawings of high
contrasl

Approx. + 2 stops

Slide
duplication

General film with con.
trnuous oradation

Stop-down

Compensation not
necessary Micro-Nikkor 55 mm f /2.8

Nikon Slide Copying
Adapter PS-6

Nikon Bellows
Focusing Attachment PB-6

Cable release

When using Nikon Slide Copying Adapter PS-6,
set the f lood lamp 30cm away f rom its opal plate

Film of documents and
drawings photographed

+ 1-1/2 stop when
lellers are printed black
on white base

- 1 /2 stop when letters
are printed white on
black base

Photomicrography Prepared specimen Stop-down Approx. + 1 stop Microflex PFX

Generally, results come out better with larger
exposures in photomicrography. The compen'
sation value on the lelt as only a general example,
determine the compensation value by test
shootino. t

Note: The exposure compensation values tabled here are reference data obtained when color positlve film, color negative
f ilm and general panchromatic f ilm are used. +: more exposure -; /ess exposure
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Anti-Gold Battery Pack DB-2
In cold weather, use the Anti-Cold Battery Pack DB-2, which

I accepts two AA-type batteries, as an alternative power supply
to the batteries inside the camera body. Simply connect the
DB-2 to the camera body, then slip the assembly inside your
pocket or coat to keep it warm. This assures that the camera's

. metering system will function even in very cold temperatures.
{

Cable Release AR.3
The screw-type AR-3 makes for vibration-free shutter release.

Rubber Eyecup
Attached to the f inder eyepiece €r., this eyecup excludes strong
light and helps prevent eye fatigue.

Eyepiece Correction Lenses
These are accessory lenses that screw into the viewfinder eye-
piece to enable near- and farsighted photographers to lake
pictures without having to wear eyeglasses. Nine models are
available, offering a choice of the following diopters. -5, -4, -3,
-2, O, +0.5, +1, +2 and +3; the diopters represent the
combined dioptry of the vieMinder and lens, and not the dioptry
of the eyepiece correction lens only.

Eyepiece Correction Lenses

Rubber Eyecup
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Filters
Constructed of Nikon's own optical glass, Nikon filters not only

protect the front of the lens, but provide c9lol correction or

allow you to create special effects. As shown in the table, Nikon

filters are broadly divided into the screw'in type and the drop-

in type.
Itlotes;
l) For lens protection, the L39 and L37C are recommended.

il Wntn sitooting a backtit subiect or if there's a bright source in the

frame, a ghost image is likety to result when using a filter' ln thls case'

you shoutd take the picture without a filter'

9 Tne F3AF's autofoc'us/focus-aid function cannot be used with the Rffi'

4D tn low-light situations, the use of an ND filter may cause the focus-

rmpossrb/e warning to blink.

OOO
lcns Hoods
Recommended to prevent extraneous light from striking the

lens, Nikon's lens hoods come in four styleS: Screw'in, slip-on,

snap-on, and collapsible rubber. Every lens should be fitted with

the lens hood specially designed for it. Note, however, that some

lens hoods can be used in common by several lenses'

) indkretes incroaso in lrstop.

h n
a.dFn.

NIH lsrr{m.{r.l h?{.
ttt

lT.r.ul

f|'r.l-
nl
ttFDq|elN

llefi.
lltl tc It l2 72 T 1?'. ilc

Fo.80th color 8nd

Ork-.nd-lYhtlc Bln
Sk igm U8C a a a a a

Unrsvloht 137c a a a a a o a

For BLck-tnd-
YUhlt' FlIn

Ultradolcl 130 a a a a
Lhhl Ytll 1.5(r&) 1 a a

Yrllof, llldum YtlS 1.t (tti 1.2(trl a a a a a a a o

Dr.p Y52 2 (1) 1.1(.4) a a o
0flr94 056 3.s(1%) 2 (1) O a a a a a o a

Rrd R60 8 (3) s (2%) o a a a a a O a

Gruo
Lhhl x0 2 (1) 1.7 (zttl a
0.rp x1 5 (2rlr) 3.s(r %) a

Sdtfllr3
1{o.1 1 a a a
ilo.2 I o a a

Pohdrlng Folet 2-1 (1-21 a a o
Fo( Bolh Coh(.nd
Black-.0&Whlh Film

t{amlD!illly

ilmx 2 (1) a
1{0ax 1 (2) a a a
il08x 8 (3) a a
ilil{nx .(n (8.3) a

For Color fllm

Arnbar
rhhl ta 1.2(%l a a o a a

Dr.9 A12 2 (1) a a a

th|.

thhl 82 1.2 (lrl a a a a a

llcdlum 88 1.6 (%) a a
h 912 2.2l1l:l o o a
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Camera Gases
Iwo camera cases are available for the Nikon F3AF: The CF-24
Semi-Soft Leather Camera Case houses the camera body with
AF-Nikkor B0mm tl2.B attached; the CF-6 Leatherette Speed
Camera Case accepts the camera, plus AF-Nikkor 200mm
f/3.5 tF-ED.

Neckstraps
Available are the leather neckstrap AN-1 (black), webbed nylon
neckstraps AN-4Y (yellow) and AN-48 (black), and wider
webbed nylon neckstraps AN-6Y (yellow)and AN-6W (brown).

Compartment Gases
A wide selection of six types to choose f rom, ranging f rom a
compact model to a large type which can accommodate large
or bulky camera equipment: FB-8, FB-11A, FB-14, FB-15, FB-16
and FB-17.

cF.24

AN-6Y
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EVRANGEOFCAMERA
The camera's mdter may be used only within the shutter speed

range covered by the exposure value (fV) range of the meter,

which varies with the aperture and ASA/lSO setting.
The charts on pages 68 and 69 show the relationships between

the f/stop, shutter speed and film speed, indicating the usable

functioning shutter speed (for metering purposes)with any film

speed /apertu re combination.
Careful attention to the following instructions will assure precise

eXpOSUre, automatically, Over the complete expOSUre contrgl
and meter range capabilities of your Nikon F3AF.

What ls EV?
Exposure value (fV) is a number representing the available

combinations of shutter speed and aperture that give the same

exoosure effect when the scene brightness and ASA/lSO re-

main the same.
At ASA/ISO 100, the combination of a one-second shutter

speed and an aperture of f /1.4 is defined as EV 1. lf the aperture

is stopped down by one full f/stop or the shutter speed is one

step faster, the EV increases by one; if the aperture is opened

up by one full f/stop or the shutter speed is one step slower, EV

decreases by one. Using ASA/lSO 100 as an example, 1 sec. at

f/2 represents EV 2, 1 sec. at f/5.6 represents EV 5, while 11125

sec. at f/5.6 represents EV 12. Because the exposure is the

same, 1/30 sec. at f/11 and 1/1000 sec. at f/2 both represent

EV 12.

How to Read the EV Ghart
Section A of the chart shows the usable EV range depending

on the lens' mdximum aperture in full-aperture metering, while

it also indicates the usable EV range for aperture settings in

stop-down metering. Section D shows the value for the ASA/lSO

film speed, Section B the aperture settings for various film
speeds, and Section c the shutter speeds to match any film

speed /apertu re combination.
In practice, you will find that it is generally the high end and the

low end of the metering range which require a careful check.

The EV range of the Nikon F3AF encompasses most lighting

situations, and it is only under very dim or very bright picture-

taking situations that you need pay any special attention.

Full - aperture meteri ng
Use the Nikkor 50mm f/'1.4 lens and a film speed of ASA/ISO

100 as an example. By referring to the f/1.4 column in Section A

and the EV value indicated for ASA/lSO 100 in Section D, you

will find that the F3AF's EV range in this case is 1 to 18.

lf the lens is set at f/5.6, refer to Section B and single out the

f/5.6 indication for ASA/lSO 100. Go diagonally down until the

protruding line intersects with Section C's vertical line for a

shutter speed of B sec. (tne fgnf's slowest shutter speed).

From this point of intersection, follow the horizontal line that

leads to thre Section D's EV value for ASA/ISO 100, and you

will obtain an EV range of 2. Start again f rom the f/5'6 indication
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for ASA/lSO 100 in Section B, and go down diagonally until the
protruding line intersects with Section C's vertical line for a
shutter speed of 1l20OO sec. (the F3AF's fastest shutter speed)
this time. Then follow the horizontal line that leads to Section
D's EV value for ASA/lSO 100, and you will get a reading of EV
16. This means that at an f/stop of f/5.6 at ASA/lSO 100 and at
shutter speeds from B to 1/2000 sec., the effective metering
range is EV 2 to 16, which is well within the F3AF's metering
range of EV 1 to EV 18.
The green area in Chart 1 encompassed by the heavy lines in
Section C demonstrates the usable shutter speed range to
match any film speed/aperture combination at ASA/lSO 100.
(The minimum aperture of the lens is f /10.)
Similarly in Chart 2, the usable range (at ASA/lSO 100) for the
AF-Nikkor B0mm f/2.8 lens is shown in green.
Two red lines in Section C of both charts indicate the EV value
ranges of the scene tirightness usable with autofocus or focus-
aid operation. Therefore, the combinations of shutter speeds
and apertures indicated in the areas outside the lines are not
usable.

Stop-down metering
For stop-down metering, Section A indicates the usable EV
range for various aperture settings. For example, if the lens is
stopped down to f/B at ASA/lSO 100, refer to the f/B column in
Section A and the EV values indicated for ASA/ISO 100 in
section D, and you will find that the EV range for f/B is EV 6 to
23. Now single out f/B at ASA/lSO 100 in Section B. Go diag-
onally down until the protruding line intersects with Section C's
vertical line for the shutter speed of B sec. From this point of
intersection, follow the horizontal line that leads to Section D's
EV value for ASA/lSO 100, and you will obtain an EV reading of
3. This means that an f/stop of f/B at ASA/ISO 100 and a shutter
speed of B sec. give an EV value outside the metering range. To
find out the slowest shutter speed usable, follow the f/B indi-
cation for ASA/ISO 100 in Section B diagonally down until it
intersects the horizontal line in Section C that leads to Section
D's EV value of 6 for ASA/ISO 100, and you will find that the
slowest shutter speed usable is 1 sec. In other words, at f/B at
ASA/ISO 100, the available shutter speed range from 1 to
112000 sec. has an effective EV range f rom EV 6 to 17 (indicated
by the broken line in Section C)-well within the metering range.
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EV RANGE OF CAMERA-continued
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(for the AF-Nikkor 80 mm t12.8)
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TIPSON CAMERACARE
Although the F3AF is a tough
and durable camera, bear in
mind that it is a precision
optical instrument and that
careless or rough handling
may damage it. Observe the
following tips, and the F3AF
will always work as perfectly
as the day you bought it.

o Before using the camera, it is a
good practice to check it

thoroughly first.

.Clean metallic parts with a
blower brush or with a dry, soft
cloth.

o Do not force your camera's con-
trols-they are designed to
work with a minimum of pres-
sure.

oGenerally, the camera does not
need lubrication. To keep your
F3AF in top working order, it is
recommended that you trip the
shutter and operate the film
advance lever a few times each
month with or without film load-
ed in the camera.

oDo not touch the AF contacts@,
reflex mirror @ or the focusing
screen to prevent them from
getting dirty or scratched. Re-
move dust with a blower brush.

: lf the camera body is exposed
to rain or mist, wipe moisture
gently with a soft cloth and dry
the camera. After using the
camera near salt water, take
care that you wipe it with a cloth
moistened with pure water to
remove possible traces of salt.
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oAvoid touching the camera's
interior surfaces, especially the
shutter curtains ,O and f ilm
pressure plate@.

olf the inside of the camera body
accidentally gets wet, its inter-
nal precision parts may get
rusty. Take the camera right
away to the nearest authorized
Nikon dealer for a checkup.
Work of this sort may require
repair payment.

.Clean glass surfaces such as
the lens or the finder eyepiece
'€9 with a blower brush; avoid
using lens tissue as much as
possible. Gently wipe dirt,
smudges or f ingerprints with
soft cotton moistened with a
small amount of absolute al-
cohol, using a spiral motion
from center to periphery. Make
sure you leave no wiping traces.

oWhen not using the camera for
a long time, take out the bat-
teries. Without lens, always
keep the body cap on. Store the
camera away from high temper-
ature, high humidity, naphtha-
line, or camphor.

Caution: Use ol a spray-gun type
blower to clean the lens may
cause possrb/e damage to the
g/ass (especially when ED glass
rs used for the front lens elemenil,
by suddenly lowering the tem-
rerature on the lens surface. To

avoid damage, hold the blower
upright, keep its nozzle more than
30cm away f rom the lens surface
and move the nozzle around so

.ln a humid environment, it is

best to store the camera in a
vinyl bag with a desiccant to
keep away dust, moisture
and salt.

that the stream of air is not con-
centrated in one spot.

oStoring leather cases enclosed
in a vinyl bag may cause the
leather to deteriorate, so
exercise due care.

x
IJ
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TIPSON BATTERY USE
1) Battery power falls off in extremely cold temperatures and

this may cause the camera's photometric circuit to cease to
operate. In this situation, use new batteries and protect the
camera body from the cold. Note that battery power will be
recovered as soon as the temperature becomes normal.

2)Wnen not using the camera for a long period of time, take
batteries out and store them in a cool (below 25"C), dry place.
Should the batteries be left in the battery chamber for a long
period of time, insufficient contact may occur due to battery
contamination. Thus, it is good practice to periodically clean
the batteries and the contact section in the battery chamber
with a soft cloth. lf the battery chamber is stained by a leaking
battery, remove the batteries at once and clean the chamber.

3) Never mix new and old batteries or batteries of different
makes.

4)Always check battery power before every shooting session.
It is a good idea to have spare batteries on hand during a

lengthy shooting assignment.
5) Keep batteries away f rom infants and small children. ln case

a battery is accidentally swallowed, call a doctor immediately
as the material inside the batteries can cause serlous
problems.

6) Never disassemble batteries or dispose of them by bourning.
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ABOUT THE LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY(LCDI
t )nt nign temperatures (over approx. 60oC), the whole surface

turns black so that the exposure information cannot be read.
However, this situation will return to normal when the temper-
ature droos.

2) Avoid storrng the camera in excessively hot places, such as
in a car parked rn direct sunlight or inside the trunk. You may
shorten the LCD's life by doing so.

3) Wfren the temperature goes below freezing, the response
time decreases as the liquid crystal becomes more viscose.

+)Atthough the Nikon F3AF employs the highest quality LCD, it
deteriorates in contrast and becomes diff icult to see after six

; or seven years. When this happens, please contact your
i dealer or the Nikon service facility nearest you for replace-
' ment of this element at a small charge.

t
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SPECIFICATIONS
Type of camera
Picture format

Lens mount
Lenses

Focus detecting system

Brightness range
for autofocus/
focus-aid operation
Focus information
display

Focus lock buttons

Exposure control
system

74

35mm single-lens reflex
24mm x 36 mm
(standard 35mm film format)
Nikon bayonet mount
Autofocus operation : AF-Nikkor
B0 mm t l2.B and 200 mm f /3.5
1F-ED; focus-aid operation: more
than 30 Nikkor and Nikon Series E

lenses with maximum aperture of
f/3.5 or faster: manual operation:
more than 60 Nikkor and Nikon
Series E lenses available
TTL image displacement detecting
system by SPDs built into AF
Finder DX-1

Approx. EV 4-EV 20
(at ASA/lSO 100)

Visible in the viewfinder via red
LEDs; two red arrows light uP to
indicate correct focus in autofocus/
focus-aid operation, right- or left-
hand arrow indicates out-of-focus
image (too near or too far), red X
glows when autofocus/focus aid is
impossible or subject is out of
focus to great extent
Two buttons provided on AF-Nikkor
lens barrel; either locks lens
drstance setting during autofocus
ooeration
Apertu re -priority automatic
exposure with manual override and

Metering range

Shutter

Shutter speeds

Exposure information
display

backup mechanical control ;

through-the-lens, full aperture
metering via silicon photodiode
(SPD) with centerweighted metering
pattern and metering circuits
incorporated into camera body;
meter works with all viewfinders
EV 1 to EV 18 at ASA/ISO 100 with
f/1.4 lens or EV 3 to EV 20 at
ASA/lSO 100 with f/2.8 lens
Horizontal-travel, titanium focal-
plane shutter
Auto : electromagnetically controlled
stepless speeds f rom B to 1/2000
sec. ; manual : quartz/electro-
magnetically controlled discrete
soeeds from B to 1/2000 sec., plus

B and X (1/80 sec.); mechanical:
T setting on shutter speed dial and
1/60 sec. when using backup
mechanical release lever
Visible in the viewfinder via LCD;
on auto. discrete shutter soeed
closest to automatically selected
speed is displayed, overexposure
indicated by + 2000 and -B-

indicates underexposure; on
manual, M appears with + or -
indicating over- or underexposure
and - + correct exposure; aper-
ture in use also shown through
aoe rture -di rect- readout (ADR)
window
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II

Shutter release button

Backup mechanical
release lever

Viewf inder

Viewlinder illuminator

Finder terminal

Focusing screen

Film speed range
Exposure
compensation dial
Exposure memory lock
button

Electromagnetically releases
shutter; initial pressure on shutter
release button switches on meter
and autofocus/focus-aid function
(after power switch is turned on),
meter and autofocus/focus-aid
function then remain on for 16 sec.
after finger is taken off button
Trips shutter at 1/60 sec. regardless
of shutter speed dial setting except
at T; used when batteries are dead
Interchangeable eyelevel penta-
prism type AF Finder DX-1 as
standard; 0.BX magnification with
50mm lens or 1.3X with 80mm lens,
both lenses set at infinity; approx.
92Yo frame coverage; five other
types available
llluminates both LCD and ADR
f-number
5-pin terminal provided for
accessories
Fixed matte type screen is built
into the AF Finder DX-1 ; with view-
finders other than DX-1, 20 inter-
changeable screens are available
ASA/ ISO 12 to ASA/ | SO 6400
+2 EV compensation is possible
in one-third increments
Operates on auto to electronically
lock in shutter speed

Auto flash control
system

Accessory shoe

Sync terminal

Flash synchronization

Flash ready-light

TTL direct flash control governs
output of Nikon dedicated flash unit
using camera's SPD sensor;
effective ASA/lSO range from ASA/
ISO 25 to ASA/ISO 400
Special Nikon type located at base
of rewind knob; has hot-shoe
contact, ready-light contact, and
TTL flash output control contact;
accepts Nikon SB-12 or SB-164
shoe-mounting electronic flash
unit or TTL connecting cord f rom
SB-11 or SB-14 for TTL direct f lash
output control using camera's SPD
metering cell
Threaded type provided for off-
camera or multiole-flash
photography
Speeds of 1/80 sec. (X) or slower
with electronic flash; with Nikon
dedicated flash unit, flash sync
is auto:natically set to 1/80 sec.
when shutter speed dial is set at A
or 11125 sec. or above; at slower
speeds, shutter fires at the speed set
Visible in the viewfinder; LED lights
up when Nikon dedicated flash unit
is completely recycled or blinks to
warn of insufficient light output,
improper flash connection, or
improper ASA/ ISO setting
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SPECI Ff CAIT loNS - continued
Film advance lever

Automatic film advance

Frame counter

Film rewind

Self -timer

Eyepiece shutter

Depth -of -f ield preview
button
Reflex mirror

Multiple exposure lever

Camera back

Power switch

Wound in single stroke or series of
strokes with 30o stand-off angle
and 140" winding angle
Possible with optional Motor Drive
MD-4
Additive type, self-resetting ; for
blank exposures before frame one,
shutter speed automatically set to
1/80 sec. with shutter speed dial
set to A or '11125 sec. or above
Via folding crank and rewind button
in baseplate
Quartz-timed 10 sec. delayed
exposure; LED blinks atZHzIor
first B sec. then at BHz for last 2 sec.
Prevents stray light from entering
viewfinder from the rear during
self-timer operation
Coaxial with mirror lockup lever

Automatic instant-return type with
lockup facility; incorporates
air damper
Disengages frarhe counter for
correct count
Hinged interchangeable type ;

memo holder provided
Switches on when turned clockwise
to uncover red dot

Batteries

Dimensions

Weight

Two 1.5V AAA-type alkaline-
manganese or zinc-carbon batteries
in the AF Finder DX-1 for autofocus/
focus-aid operation; two 1.55V
silver-oxide cells (Eveready EPX76,
D76 or equivalent), two 1.5V
alkaline-manganese cells, or one
3V lithium battery for camera body
148.5 mm (W)x 1 15.5 mm(H)x
90.0mm(D) with AF Finder DX-1
Approx. 950g with AF Finder DX-1
(including batteries)

/I
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IMPORTANT!
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The Nikon F3AF is an Al-type (Automatic Maximum Aperture Indexing) camera
which performs full-aperture metering with Altype lenses. The aperture ring of
these lenses has a meter coupling ridge @ and a meter coupling shoe @ containing
two holes (see illustration). Almost all lenses now manufactured by Nikon are of the
Al type. However, please confirm whether or not your lens is Al before using it with
the F3AF. Note that the "Al" or "Al-S" mark on the cover of the instruction sheet
or book provided with Al-Nikkor lenses is your assurance that the lens offers the Al
feature. All Nikon Series E lenses have the Al feature but do not have a meter
.coupling shoe.
To attach an Altype lens to the camera body, follow the directions provided in the
BASIC OPERATION section of this instruction manual. lf the lens in a non-Al type,
stop-down exposure measurement is required with the camera body's meter
coupling lever @ locked up (refer to the page 41).

Note: The modification, at reasonable cosf, of most non-Al Nikkor /enses having both an auto-
natic diaphragm and meter coupling shoe, is available for the convenience of Nikkor lens
users. For further information concerning lens modification, please contact your local author-
ized Nikon dealer.
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