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With your new MAXXUM 5000 camera, you can get high-quality pictures
with unparalleled ease. An impressive range of fully automatic features simplify *
camera operation:

® Automatic focusing for sharp pictures at a touch of a button.

® Automatic exposure for decision-free photography. You just point and
shoot.

® Automatic film transport to eliminate film-handling errors. You just drop in
a cartridge, and the camera does the rest. :

® Automatic flash operation makes taking flash pictures easier than ever.

As your picture-taking skills develop, the MAXXUM 5000's manual exposure
mode enables creative control of exposure. And for added creativity, versatile
system accessories are also available, including MAXXUM AF lenses, MAXXUM
Flash units, Data/Program Backs, and more.

You probably want to begin using your new camera right away. But before
you start, please read through this owner’s manual to learn how you MAXXUM

5000 operates.
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Battery Check

After taking a picture, check whether the
low-battery signals in the data panel and
viewfinder are blinking. If so, battery power
is too low for normal operation and fresh
batteries should be loaded.

Fresh batteries should also be loaded in
the following cases:
® The camera is switched on, but no informa-
tion is displayed in the data panel or view-
finder when the operating button is pressed.
® The shutter will not release even when the
subject is in focus.
® |f autofocusing, film advance, or rewinding
is extremely slow.

Cold-weather operation

When batteries becames colder, their
performance tends to decrease. Before using
the camera in cold weather, always load fresh
batteries. Also, carry a spare set in a warm
pocket so that you can change batteries if
necessary. As the batteries warm up again,
their capacity will be restored.

For prolonged cold-weather use at approx.
0°C (32°F) or below, we recommend using
the optional Battery Holder BH-70L or
External Battery Pack EP-70 with AA-size
nickel-cadmium batteries.

Memory storage

When the main switch is at LOCK position,
the frame number and film-speed setting are
memorized. Power for storing this data is
supplied by the batteries in the battery
holder. When these batteries are exhausted or
the holder is removed, a built-in lithium
battery supplies back-up power to store the
data.
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CHOOSING THE EXPOSURE MODE

Program Mode i

Program mode is designed to be the
MAXXUM 5000's ““normal’”’ mode and is ideal
for general photography. When using program
mode, you just aim the camera and take the
picture. The camera automatically sets the
correct exposure, and no manual settings
are required. When using program mode,
“PROGRAM’’ appears in the data panel and
P appears in the viewfinder.

When the control-key cover is closed, the
camera is always set to program mode. Thus,
you do not need to select this mode manually.

Manual Mode

Manual mode enables complete control of
the exposure settings. When you want to
control how a subject’'s movement, any
shutter speed from 1/2000 to 4 seconds can
be set. To control the overall sharpness in the
picture, any available aperture can be set to
obtain the effect you desire.

To select manual mode, slide the control-
key cover to the left, then press the mode-
selector key. “M” will appear in the data
panel and viewfinder. Shutter speed and
aperture can now be set by using the selector
keys on the camera body.

To reset the camera to program mode,
press the P/M key again or close the control-
key cover.
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3. Press the operating button partway down

and hold it there.

® The camera will ““beep” and the green
focus signal will glow to confirm correct

] focus. If desired, you can recompose the

. ‘ picture, while holding the button partway
down.

® |f the camera ‘‘beeps’’ continuously when
you touch the operating button, the
shutter speed may be too slow for taking
hand-held pictures. Take one of the follow-
ing steps to prevent camera shake from
blurring the picture:
a. Steady camera against a table or wall,
b. Mount cameraon a tripod (see p. 38), or
c. Use a flash unit (see p. 42).

® |f two pointers (between the shutter speed
and aperture) blink in the viewfinder, the
light level is beyond the meter’s range and
exposure may not be correct.

4,

To take a picture, press the operating

button all the way down.

After the exposure, the camera will auto-
matically advance the film one frame.

If you want to shoot several pictures in a
sequence, hold down the operating button.
The camera will re-adjust focus, release the
shutter, and advance the film at up to 1.5
frames per second.

25
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5. Focus the lens. If it is too dark for auto-
focusing, manually set the focus to the desired
distance, using the distance scale.

6. To take the picture, press and hold down
the operating button for the desired amount
of time.

® Elapsed exposure time is shown in seconds
in the data panel. After 99 seconds, the
counter returns to “0’’ and counting continues.

® At normal temperatures (20°C/68°F),
maximum exposure time is approx. 4 hours
when using fresh AAA-size alkaline-manganese
batteries. With AA-size alkaline-manganese
batteries in the optional Battery Holder
BH-70L, exposures up to approx. 9 hours
are possible.

® |f the camera’s mirror locks up during the
exposure, set main switch to LOCK, replace
the batteries, and slide main switch to ON.

® To use eyepiece cap, refer to page 36.
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4. Press the operating button all the way

down to start the self-timer.

® The number of seconds remaining before
the shutter will release are displayed in the
data panel.

® |f the main switch is at (= setting, the
camera will beep once a second for eight
seconds, very rapidly for one second, then
emit a continuous tone just before the
shutter is released.

® The self-timer is automatically switched off
after the exposure. If you want to make
another exposure using the self-timer,
repeat steps 2-4.

To cancel self-timer operation:

If you have started the self-timer and want
to cancel it before the shutter releases, move
main switch to LOCK and back to ON posi-
tion.
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USE OF MAXXUM PROGRAM FLASH UNITS

When taking pictures in low light or if the
slow shutter-speed warning beeps, a MAXXUM
Flash unit can be attached to the camera’s
accessory shoe.

All MAXXUM Flash units feature built-in
AF illuminators. When required in low light,
the AF illuminator automatically projects a
beam of red light onto the subject, which the
camera uses for automatic focusing.

Flash exposure, in both program and
manual mode, is controlled automatically by
the MAXXUM 5000°s flash metering system.
The flash signal in the viewfinder indicates
when the flash is charged and if exposure was
sufficent.

In program mode: No manual settings are
required; the camera sets both the aperture
and shutter speed. The X-sync speed is set
automatically to 1/60 or 1/100 sec. depending
in the light level.

When photographing a subject in direct
sunlight, flash can be used to "‘fill in"’ the dark
shadows. In this case, the camera’s flash
program automatically adjusts flash output
for correct exposure.

In manual mode: Shutter speed can be set to
any speed 1/100 sec. or slower. Smaller
aperture numbers can be set to obtain maxi-
mum flash range for distant subjects or larger
numbers can be set for more sharpness in
close-up photos.

o
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Other flash units: :

All Minolta Auto Electroflash units can be
used on the MAXXUM 5000; however, auto-
focusing in total darkness, and certain other
features are not possible:

360PX and 132PX: FDC (flash distance
check) signal does not function; all other
functions are the same.

280PX: FDC signal does not function; low
power setting cannot be used.

Macro 80PX: FDC signal does not function;
illumination lamps go out when operating
button is touched.

X-series units: TTL metering and FDC signal
do not function.

Other Minolta system accessories

The following Minolta System accessories
can be used with the MAXXUM 5000:
Angle Finder VN, Magnifier VN, Cable OC,
Cable EX, Cable CD, Triple Connector,
Off-Camera Shoe, Wireless Controller IR-1 Set
with optional Connecting Cord IR-1 (C).
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TECHNICAL DETAILS

Type: 35mm SLR with autofocusing, auto
multi-program or manual exposure, and
auto film transport

Lens mount: Minolta ““A’-type bayonet;
accepts all Minolta AF lenses

Autofocus system: Minolta’'s TTL phase-
detection type; working range: EV 2 to 19
at 1SO 100; focus signals in viewfinder for
both manual and automatic focusing

Shutter: Electronically controlled vertical-
traverse focal-plane type

Shutter-speed range: Program mode, stepless
1/2000 to 4 sec. with nearest half-stop
displayed in viewfinder; manual (M) mode,
1/2000 to 4 sec. in full stops; “‘bulb’’ for
long exposures in M mode

Film-speed settings: 1SO 25 to 6400 in
third-stop increments; automatic setting
for DX-coded film; manual setting possible
for non-DX film or to override DX-setting

Metering: TTL center-weighted averaging type
by silicon photocell (SPC) on pentaprism
for ambient light; second SPC at bottom of
mirror box for TTL flash metering with
dedicated flash unit

Auto-exposure (AE) range: EV —1 to 20 at
ISO 100 with 50/1.4 lens (e.g., 4 sec. at
/1.4 to 1/2000 sec. at f/22)

Exposure modes:

Program: Shutter speed and aperture set
according to AE program automatically
selected by camera: Wide program for focal
lengths shorter than 35mm, Standard for
focal lengths from 35mm through 106mm,
Tele for focal lengths longer than 105mm

Manual: Any available shutter speed (in
full-stops) and aperture (in half-stops) can
be set; settings and correct exposure
indicated in viewfinder

Flash exposure modes: TTL flash metering at
film speeds 1SO 25-1000

Program: Automatic setting of X-sync to
1/100 sec. (or 1/60 below EV 12) and
aperture; automatic fill-in flash in bright
sunlight

Manual: Usable shutter speeds 1/100 sec. or
slower, any aperture usable; speed auto-
matically reset to 1/100 sec. for manually
set speeds 1/125 sec. or faster




Backlight compensation button: In program
mode, pressing button marked BLC in-
creases exposure by +2 EV.

Viewfinder: Eye-level fixed pentaprism shows
94% of 24 x 36mm film-frame area;
magnification 0.85X with 50mm lens at
infinity :

Data displays:

Top panel: Displays exposure mode, film
speed, frame number, self-timer operation,
“bulb” operation, low-battery warning,
and film-transport status

"~ Viewfinder: Displays exposure mode, shutter
speed, aperture, low-battery warning,
whether light level is within metering
range, and over-/underexposure warning;
display illuminated automatically in low
light; LED focus signals, LED flash-ready/
sufficient-exposure signal

Film transport: Automatic with built-in
motor drive: auto threading, auto advance
to first frame, continuous film advance
with focus-priority shutter release at up to
1.5 frames per second, power rewinding,

auto rewind stop; frame number increases
by one with each exposure only when
film is loaded and advancing correctly

Operating button: Touch-sensitive switch
activates metering and viewfinder display,
metering continues for 10 sec. after finger
is lifted from button; press halfway to
activate autofocusing and focus hold; press
all the way down to release shutter

Power: Four AAA-size 1.5v alkaline-
manganese batteries power all operations;
built-in lithium cell for memory back-up;
low power indicated by battery symbol in
finder and data panel; sliding main switch
with LOCK, ON, and (it (beep) positions

Audible signals: With main switch at beep
position, camera emits audible signals:
when subject is in focus; at the end of the
roll; during self-timer operation; and as a
slow shutter-speed warning in program
mode when speed is below: 1/30 sec. with
lenses shorter than 35mm, 1/60 sec. with
lenses from 35mm to 105mm, and 1/125
sec. with lenses longer than 105mm.
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Controls: Keys to select manual mode, set
self-timer, and set film speed; selector keys
to adjust aperture, shutter speed, and film
speed; closing control-key cover sets
camera to program mode and cancels
self-timer operation.

Self-timer: Electronic with 10-second delay;

cancelable; operation indicated by count-
down in data panel accompanied by
synchronized audible beeps.

Other: Front and rear handgrips, eyepiece
cap, film window, remote shutter-release
socket, carrying strap

Size and weight: 52 x 925 x 138mm
(2-1/16 x 3-5/8 x 5-7/16 in.), 550g (19-3/8
0z.) without lens and batteries

Optional accessories: Minolta AF lenses,
Program Flash units, Data Back 70, Pro-
gram Back 70, Eyepiece Correctors,
Battery Holder BH-70L, External Battery
Pack EP-70, off-camera cables and con-
nectors, Remote Controller IR-1N.

CARE AND STORAGE

® Never touch the shutter curtains or the

front inside parts of the body or clean them

with compressed air. Doing so may impair

their alignment and movement.

® Always keep your camera in its case with

the lens capped when not in use, or with a

body cap on when a lens is not attached. )
® No part of the camera should be forced at

any time.
® Never subject your camera to shock, high
heat, high humidity, water, or harmful

chemicals. Be particularly careful not to leave
it in the glove compartment or other places in
motor vehicles where it may be subjected to
high temperatures.

® Never lubricate any part of the camera
body or lens. '

® External camera surfaces and lens barrel--
but not glass surfaces--can be cleaned by
wiping with a dry or silicone-treated cloth.
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® Never touch lens or eyepiece surfaces with
your fingers. Whisk away loose matter with a
blower brush. To remove stubborn spots, use
a sheet of photographic lens tissue. If neces-
sary, tissue may be moistened with one drop
of lens-cleaning fluid. Never place fluid
directly on glass surfaces.

® It is recommended to have your camera
cleaned once a year at an authorized Minolta
service facility.

® When storing camera for more than two
weeks, remove the batteries and keep it in a
cool, dry place away from dust or chemicals,
preferably in an airtight container with a
drying agent such as silica gel.

® The operating range for the LCD (liquid
crystal display) panels is from —20° to +50°C
(15° to 120°F). At temperatures outside
this range, response time and contrast will
change, making displays difficult to read. At
very high temperatures, display may tempo-
rarily turn black. In either case, display should
return to normal after a short period of time.

® The LCD panels and the lithium battery
should last approximately 10 years. The film-
speed setting will blink when it is time to
replace the battery. When replacement of
LCD panels or battery is needed, contact an
authorized Minolta service facility.

Save camera box and packing material.
When shipping your camera, carefully repack
it in the box, insure adequately, and use a
reliable delivery service.

Before shipping your camera for repairs,
contact your nearest authorized Minolta
service facility.





