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The camera,  provided wi th extremely fast  lens,  F 2,  wi th br i l l iant
coupled exposure meter wi th shut ter  speed and diaphragf f i ,  Minol ta
advanced features which modern camera should have.

Lens :  Wor ld famous coated Rokkor F :2 lens del ivers the needle
perform ance.

Shutter: optiper-citizen MLT shutter provides 1l speeds from a full second and
bulb to a fast 1/1000 second... plus a light value scale and built in self-timer.

View Finder : Parallax compensated, three window type bright lumi-frame finder
promises you quick and accurate forcussing and.composing.

Exposure Meter : Built in exposure meter cross coupled with the shutter is available
from ASA 10 to 800, wide enough range for practical all picture fields.

winding Lever : winding lever advances film and cocks the shutter automatically.
Rewinding : Easy rewinding handle is very smooth, and quick rewinding is possible.
Fi lm counter: Fi lm counter automatical ly returns to the start ing point as the

camera is ooened.

s t i l l . . . . . . . . .
very well designed camera body in compact size and weight enables the photo-
grapher work on this camera at ease.

view finder, cross
AL has many other

sharp professional



Match Needle Window

Fi lm Advance and
Shutter-Cock Lever

Shutter  Release Button

.Range Finder

Photo Electr ic  Cel l

Distance Scale

Lens Diaphragm Sett ing
Ring

synchro M-X Selector

Focusing Lever

Accessory Shoe

F i lm  Rew ind  C rank

F inder

Depth  o f  F ie ld  Sca le

Se l f  - t ime r

F i lm-Speed Ad jus tment

Shutter  Speed Dial

Rokkor PF F2-45mm
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Range Viewf inder
Eyepiece

Rewind ing  Shaf t

Back Locking Tab

Tr ipod Socket

Synchro Contact  Socket

Fi lm Winding Sprocket

F i lm Wind ing  Spoo l

Film Pressure Plate

Fi lm Counter

Rewiding Release Button

Light Value Scale



r  Load the f i lm. 2 Wind the f i lrn 3 Set the f i lm speed
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4 Set e i ther shut ter  speed or d ia-
phragm (Generally, shutter speed
is selected as the f irst choice,
and corresponding diaphragm is
automatically set by means of
cross coupled exposure meter) .

Eaeh step is  expla ined in detai l  on the fo l lowing pages.

5 F-ocus 6 Compose picture frame through
view f inder,  and press the shut ter
but ton.
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r Pul l  out back locking
tab and swing camera
back wide open.

2 Pul l  up rewind knob

f.ar as it  goes.
3 Insert  a ro l l  of  f i lm,

then push back rewind

knob.

4 Pull out enough f i lm

to insert  i t  in  s l i t .

AS
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5 Advance f i lm lever
two complete turns
(Pressing shutter
re lease each t ime).
Make sure sprockets
pro ject through f i lm
sl i ts .

6 Close back cover, then
push back locking tab.

7 Yon wi l l  see the ex-
posure counter to the
start mark.

8 Advance f i lm lever three
t imes pressing shut ter
re lease each t ime. You
wil l  see exposure counter
is  set  to No. 1.



I  Seit ing Film Speed (ASa or DIN rotings)

Set the f i lm speed indicator on the camera back to the f i lm speed of

the f i lm you have just loaded in your AL. For example, i f  the f i lm

speed is ASA 100 (DIN 2l), you simply set the indicator to the f igure

100. In case the f i lm speed is ASA 80,  which is  not  l is ted on the dia l ,

you set  the indicator  pointer  to a spot  between 100 and 50.

t Whot ore Film Speeds qnd ASA or DIN Rorings ?

Film speeds or ASA (American Standards Association) or DIN ratings are a means
of classifying film according to their light sensitivity. The higher the numerical
rating, the more sensitive the film is to light. A film with an ASA of 200 is more
sensitive to light than a film rated ASA 80. You need less light to take a picture with
a film rated at 200 than you would with a film rated at 80.

! Where ro tlnd rhe ASA or DIN roilng of ihc fitm you're uring.

Inside every box of film you buy is a sheet giving information about the film. On this
sheet you'll find the ASA or DIN rating,
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The actual exposure is depending on the three factors (film speed, shutter speed and diaphragm
opening), as you know, in the basic photographic theory.
In Minblta AL, all these factors are cross coupled, giving always correct exposure. All you have
to do is to select either shutter speed or F stop as the first choice, and these two factors are auto-
rnatically cross coupled to each other on the pre-set film speed at any time. This advanced
mechanic might be unfamiliar to the photographer who is not well acquainted with cross coupled
exposure system. For example, even though the camera is set at the right exposure value, you
cannot take picture, practical ly, at F 16: I  second, in handheld posit ion. This is the reason why
the shutter speed is to be the first choice. But, when you are taking pictures of large group of
people, focus should be deep enough for all people in the frame, thus iris stop is become the first
cnolce.

Generc r l  I n f o rmq l i on

1.  Set  the ASA (DIN) speed of  the f i lm used.
Turn adjust ing lever for  the f i lm speed, f inding the r ight  ASA speed
The camera is  designed for  ASA I0,25,50,  100,  200,400 and 800 f i lms.
ASA 10 and 25 is  considered to be 16,  between 25 ?nt j  50 is  ASA 32
100 and 200. For DIN emuls ion,  consul t  the conversion table found
at the f i lm indicator .

{

I
in  the f i lm speed window.

The mid  po in ts  be tween
and ASA 160 fa l ls  between
on the back of  the camera

/

\
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2.  Set  the  shut te r  speed.

Turn the shut ter  speed r ing to the adequate

shutter  speed for  the object .  For general

purpose,  7/250 at  f ine weather and I / I25 in

cloudy days at  ASA 100 emuls ion,  whi le I /60

is recommended in the br ight  indoor p ictures.

For fast  moving object ,  1/500^,1/1000 is bet-

t e r .

3 .  Set  the  l igh t  meter  need le  to  the  index .

Ho ld ing  the  camera  in  f ron t  o f  the  ob jec t ,

read the nteter  and turn the diaphragm r ing.

When the needle of  the meter match the

yel low index,  the camera is  set  at  the r ight

exposure value.  Al l  you have to th ink about

is to press the shut ter  re lease.

Not ice :

I f  the needle of  the l ight  meter does not

match the yel low index ei ther in r ight  or  lef t

turning of  the diaphragm r ing,  the shut ter
speed set  f i rs t  is  not  the r ight  one for  the

br ightness of  the object .  You should then

read just  the shut ter  speed faster  or  s lower

depend ing  on  the 'b r igh tness  o f  the  ob jec t .
I f  you would st i l l  cannot set  the needle of
the meter to the index,  you had loaded the
camera wi th the wrong f i lm, or  the l ight ing
condi t ion is  not  sui table for  taking pictur  e
a t  a l l .

Film speed Operation range
ASA 2OO LV 8-18

100 7 -17
25 5-15
l n  / ' , ^ . r lL

Attention

Exposure meter of  AL camera works wi th in
the fo l lowing LV operat ion range, and i t  wi l l
not give the correct reading if  i t  is used at
l n r r r a r  T  \ f  . r a l r r a  f  h a n  c t  a n i f r o A  r q r . ( t a
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1 .

For the f ront  l ighted object ,  no readjustment of

l ight  sourse is  not  behind the camera,  the meter

Read the meter at  as c lose as possib le to
the objeet .

The l igh t  meter  ins ta l led  in  Mino l ta  AL
camera is  an ref lect ive l ight  meter,  and you
must a lways measure the ref lected l ight  f rom
the object .  When taking port ra i ts ,  move
camera toward the face at  about one foot  as
close.  For contrasty scene, measure both
l ight  and dark parts seperately and determine
correct  exposure average.
For backl ighted object ,  move c lose to the

the l ight  meter reading is  required,  but  when the

reading is  to be readjusted fo l lowing the next  h ints.

object  and measure i t ,  otherwise the resul t
would be s i lhouette.  Pay at tent ion to the
strong l ight  beam, which str ikes the photo
electr ic  cel l  of  the camera.

2 .  For  open scene measur ing .

When the scene includes very br ight  sky as
the background, you cannot obtain a correct
exposure,  i f  you hold the camera stra ight
ahead. Hold the camera t i l t ing i t  downward
f  or  measurement,  which avoids the br ight
sky l ight  coming into photo cel l .
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3. When you eannot approaeh the objeet.
When you are t ry ing to take aminals in a
cage, for  example,  you cannot move c lose to
the object .  Take measur ing of  your palm,
which represents the br ightness of  the aminal .

4. Fi l ter faetor adjustment.
Read the fo l lowing three hints on f i l ter  com-
pensat ions : -

(  1)  Apply used f i l ter  over the photo electr ic
cel l ,  for  f i l ter  factor  correct ion.

(2)  Apply f i l ter  factor  value onto the dia-
phragm opening or  shut ter  speed adjust-
men t .

(3)  I f  you use certa in f i l ter ,  l ight  yel low for
example,  constant ly ,  take th is f i l ter  factor
into ASA speed set t ing as you load the
camera wi th f i lm.

Light  Volue Index
Light  value is  a lways shown equal  even though
you select  the f ree combinat ion of  shut ter
speed and diaphragm in case that  t ransmission
is equal .  One l ight  value means always same
shutter  speed and diaphragm is seperately
exposure value,  no matter  what the shut ter
speed and diaphragm opening combinat ion.
Twice the exposure value is  shown in one
number more l ight  value index.  When you
use l ight  meter wi th l ight  value index,  apply
the I ight  value index to the camera l ight
value set t ing.

This s ingle stroke f i lm advance act ion auto-

mat ical ly  advances the f i lm, cocks the shut ter

and counts the exposure,  a l l  at  the same t ime.

You can turn the lever e i ther at  one fu l l

s t roke (r ight  )  or  in several  st rokes ( lef t ) .

You ff i?y, i f  you wish, advance the f i lm before

set t ing the exposure.

You wi l l  not  exper ience any hard turning

when set t ing the shut ter  at  h igh speeds af ter

the shut ter  is  cocked.

r.
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In the center  of  the f rame is a rectangular  color

area.  You wi l l  not ice the part  of  your subject  which

appears in th is color  area is  double" As you turn

the focusing lever you wi l l  note the double image

wi l l  become one and then double again.  When your

subject  becomes one in th is color  area,  you are

proper ly f  ocused.

Out of  f  ocus In focus
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As you look through the combinat ion range-viewf inder

window you wi l l  note a yel low lumi-  f rame near the

outer edge. The actual  p icture you take wi l l  be inside

this f rame. Make sure your p icture wi l l  be composed
ins ide  the  lumi - f rame.

The Mino l ta  AL f inder  i s  spec ia l l y  des igned to  cor rec t

automat ical ly  paral lax so that  the lens takes what you

see through the lumi- f rame at  a l l  d istances.  Paral lax

is the di f ference between what the v iewf inder "see"

and what  the  lens  "see"  a t  c lose  d is tances .

O This Should be t tDepth of  Fie ld"

Take a glance at  the depth of  f ie ld scale when
you have focused on your subject .  The indicat-

ing l ine in the center  of  the scale shows the
camera  to  ob jec t  d is tance.  Then read the  F
stop l ines for  the F stop you are using on each

s ide  o f  the  ind ica t ing  l ine  and they  w i l l  show
you on the distance scale,  the distance in f ront

and behind your object  which is  a lso in sharp
focus.  The 12;  indicates that  you can get  sharp
pictures in the distance which is  shown or
fo rmed by  Q. t .
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Depfh of Field Toble

At large
front)  is

aper tu re ,  on ly  the  sub jec t  (g i r l  in
in  sharp  focus .  ( f  2  1 /100 sec)

At smal l  aperture,  overal l  p icture is  com-
parat ively sharp focus.  G 22,  1 sec.)
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There are basically two ways to hold your AL while taking pictures: Vertical and horizontal. As long as you
anchor the camera to your forehead and squeeze the trigger, not jerk it, you can use whichever grip or format is
a most comfortable for you. It's always a good idea to brace your camera if you can. Even when you are shoot-
ing at faster than l/30 of a second where you can safely handhold a camera, make use of any available support.
It is advisable that you use a tripod when you shoot with the shutter speed less than 1,230 of a sec' At such
slow speeds there is almost always some camera movement while the shutter is open which blurrs your picture.
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Aftr : r  you have taken

your last  p icture,  the

fi lm exposure counter

wi l l  point  to 20 or  36

depend ing  on  whether

you are using a 20 or

36 exposure rol l .

Depress the rewind re lease but ton.  Keep depress-

ing i t  unt i l  you have completely rewound the f i lm.

Li f t  the crank on the rewind xnob and turn crank
clockwise unt i l  you feel  a l l  resistance gone and i t
turns f reely.  Open the camera back and take the
film mtgazine out the camera.

l 8

Open the camera back and take the film magazine out of the camera.
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Using  the  se l f - t imer ,  you  can take  your  own

picture.  Fi rst  push the sel f - t imer lever toward

the V mark,  and you wi l l  be able to delay the

shutter  operat ion approximately 9 seconds f rom

the t ime you press the shut ter  re lease to the

t ime the shut ter  is  t r ipped. You can also

arrange the length of  delay according to the

pos i t ion  tha t  you  pos i t ion  the  lever .
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Your Minol ta AL is  internal ly  synchronized for  use

with e lectronic f lash and f lash bulbs.

1.  Insert  a Minol ta BC f lash gun or  e lectronic f lash uni t  in

the accessorv shoe.

Insert  the plug of  the f lash gun's cord in the terminal .

For Class M ( fo i l  f i l led)  f lash bulbs,  s l ide the selector  to

the "M".  For e lectronic f lash,  s l ide the selector  to the "X".

2.

3.
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Accessories -
Mino l t n  B .C .  F fqsh

Extremely compact,  pocket  s ize uni t  wi th col lapsi-
b le a luminum ref lector ,  Folds neat ly  into a smal l
vinyl zippered case f or easy portabil i ty. Also
features a BC capaci tator  that  stores energy to
great ly  extend the l i fe of  your bat ter ies.  Works
on regular  f lash l ight  bat ter ies.

M ino l t q  Lens  Shode

This is  a part icular ly  useful  device to prevent
extraneous l ight  f  rom enter ing the lens dur ing
exposure.  This extraneous l ight  f  rom the sun or
f lash bulbs can cause glare spots or " l ight f lare"
and ru in your p icture.

Minol tc l  F i l ters

Fi l ters are used to contro l  color  and haze to make
sure you get  the picture you actual ly  se e outdoor
color  f i lm to indoor use.
Yel low Fi l ter  :  Increases
Renders "b lues" s l ight ly
sk ies,  water ,  c louds.
Other Fil ter : Haze f i l ter

outdoor scenes contrast .
darker-br ings out  b lue-

for  haze cut .

Minol tq Min i  3 5
For color  s l ide project ion (35 f f i f f i ,  16 mm)
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